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A breath of fresh air? 


The almost total flop of the planned international nazi Fest in Wales, widely 
reported by the media, was largely due to Searchlight’s continuing ability to 
place moles inside the enemy’s ranks, analyse their intelligence reports and help 
construct a positive and powerful campaign based on the information obtained. 

The report on pages 3 to 5 explains blow by blow how this near total victory 
was achieved. More than anything, it shows what can be done when the Home 
Office and senior police officers see fit to cooperate with anti-fascists. While the 
Labour administration’s position on immigration and refugees falls short of 
ideal, its attitude towards outright nazis is much more welcome. 

The setting up of a forum of people concerned about fighting racism and 
improving race relations policy is long overdue. Let us hope it will include people 
who have a genuine understanding of the organised extreme and racist right and 
the international dimension of the extremists’ growing activities aimed at young 
people. In the past Home Office consultative bodies tended to be full of aca- 
demics in ivory towers. It would be nice to see a breath of fresh air blowing 
through the corridors at Queen Anne’s Gate this autumn. 

The announcement by Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, of a full-scale judicial 
inquiry into the murder of the black teenager Stephen Lawrence and the events 
surrounding that tragic case may go some way to bring justice to his family. If 
the inquiry is conducted in a frank and open manner it will hopefully help 
improve relations between Britain’s black communities and its institutions. 

The members of the committee of inquiry come from a wide background. We 
hope they will gain an understanding of events in southeast London in the past 
few years and will put well informed questions to the right witnesses. 

While most of the British police did sterling work in helping stop the nazi 
music Fest, the Danish Justice Minister has a lot to learn about nazis. The Danish 
police, mindful of the terror that the international nazi movement brought to 
Roskilde two years ago, when the nazis tried to march in memory of Hitler’s 
deputy Rudolf Hess, banned an application for the nazis to return this year. The 
Minister overruled their decision. Perhaps the Minister was elsewhere earlier 
this year, when nazi letter bombs were posted from Denmark and a police officer 
was shot trying to arrest one of the nazi activists, who is closely allied to nazis in 
Britain. A number of German nazis, knowing that the German police would seal 
the border with Denmark, decided to make their journey to Roskislde via 
Britain, as have numerous other young nazis from across Europe and beyond. 

A year after the launch of our Shut Down the Peddlers of Hate campaign, we 
have dealt the nazis serious damage, from London to Germany and as far away 
as Taiwan. But the battle is far from over and with our colleagues abroad we will 
be redoubling our efforts. 


Po mr r nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn anne nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn kena nn === 83 == 3 - = +--+ +--+ == 3-5-8 === === 


Please make me a subscriber to Searchlight 9/97 | 


: INANE ONGAMISAUOI eee ata.. sremeeren. ceetece ras tace ton oust tenseiucreshcede see Oe ae 
| ABGIOSS <<<), 0. Meee. «fee hk ogo ee ee aetna Se 


| Subscription rates for one year (12 issues) — please tick appropriate box 


| UK: Europe: : 
| Individuals £18 L} Individuals £24 only 
! Students, senior citizens Organisations £32 Oi 


and UB40 (please send Outside Europe: 











i evidence of entitlement) £13 (| Australasia & SE Asia £40 
i Organisations £26 _} Other countries £35 iat 
: Donations See tee ccvni Please make cheques/POs payable to Searchlight. 


‘Overseas subscribers: please pay by Eurocheque, Posigiro or IMO. 
Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 


idraes and addresses may be used to send you information about other work that the | 
| Searchlight organisation does. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. 


Countdown to fiasco 


Aryan Music Fest flops after joint police Searchlight operation 


r ' QV he grandiose plans of Britain’s 
nazis to stage an international 
Aryan Music Fest on 9 August 

turned into a fiasco, with police stop- 

ping hundreds of nazis on the motor- 
ways and overseas bands turned back 
by immigration officers. 


The weeks leading up to the event became 
a countdown to disaster for the nazis, as 
Searchlight put into effect a coordinated plan 
to scuttle the event. Searchlight drew on its 
moles and contacts inside the far right to pro- 
cure inside knowledge of the developing nazi 
plans and gained extensive cooperation from 
a wide range of people with a common inter- 
est in fighting fascism and racism. 

The failure of the event, coming hot on the 
heels of widespread German police raids on 
nazis involved in their burgeoning music 
industry, created hysteria and recrimination 
among the nazis internationally. 

Searchlight’s pivotal role in shattering the 
nazi plans received national media coverage. 
Here we reveal in greater detail exactly how 
Searchlight dealt another blow to the interna- 
tional reputation of Britain’s nazis. 


V Mid July 

Searchlight’s moles report that the nazis are 
planning a major international event. The 
most likely venue is South Wales. 


Vv 16 July 


Searchlight obtains more detailed informa- 
tion, including redirection points on the 
Welsh borders. The information is passed to 
the Welsh police, who set in motion an opera- 
tion involving three South Wales police 
services a few days later. 


Vv 19 July 


A Searchlight speaker addresses a conference 
on race, youth and Europe organised by the 
Cardiff and Vale Racial Equality Council in 
Cardiff and gives the delegates an outline of 
the nazis’ plans. 

The press reports the seizure of 45,000 nazi 
hate CDs by the police in south Germany. 
The CDs are worth half a million pounds. 
Searchlight welcomes the police raids as we 
and our colleagues in Sweden and Germany 
have been campaigning actively since autumn 
1996 to “Shut Down the Peddlers of Hate”. 
Searchlight’s campaign has achieved some 
results in Britain but this move by the 
German authorities has dealt the nazis a 
major blow. 


Vv 22 July 


The three South Wales police services set up 
a joint control room to monitor the planned 
event and its organisers. 


Vv 22-26 July 
Searchlight asks selected local representatives 
of ethnic minority groups and trade unions 
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ROCK AGAINST COMMUNISM 


SATURDAY 9.. AUGUST 


ae ae a ese ee af eae ae ae ae ae se eae he 
BRUTAL ATTACK 
INTIMIDATION ONE 


CELTIC WARRIOR 


BRITISH STANDARD 


KEKEEKKREREEEERERERERERERER 


MEET BETWEEN 2.00 - 4.00 P.M (NO LATER ) THIS GIG STARTS AT 5.00 P.M 


“LEIGH DELAMERE SERVICE STATION” - BETWEEN JUNCTION 17 & 18 OF THE M4 


“SEVERN VIFW SERVICE STATION® -NFAR THE SEVERN BRIDGE ON THE M4. 


Above left: Billy 
Bartlett, identified as a 
key organiser of the 
Fest, and arrested. 
Above: Steven 
“Jonesy” Jones, lead 
singer of English Rose 
and another chief 
organiser. 

Left: the nazis’ initial 
flier for the event 


in cooperation with 
Searchlight. Searchlight’s 
joint letter is given 
prominence. 


The article identifies 29- 
year-old Billy Bartlett, a 
Cardiff-based member of 
the Welsh nazi band Celtic 
Warrior, as one of the key 
organisers of the event. 
Bartlett has a long track 
record with the hard core of 
Britain’s nazi musicians 
and has built strong interna- 
tional links. 

We also identify the 
American band Intimida- 
tion One, from Portland, 
Oregon, who have been 








and Members of the British and European 
Parliaments to sign a joint letter calling for 
the event to be banned. The letter is addressed 
to Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, the three 
local police Chief Constables and the Welsh 
Secretary. Searchlight then informs a much 
wider group of people willing to campaign 
against the nazis. 


v 23 July 


Glenys Kinnock, MEP issues a press release 
condemning the nazis plans and calling for a 
ban. She and other politicians lobby the local 
Chief Constables and the Home Secretary. 
Our letter attracts more support. 


Vv 27 July 
Wales on Sunday features an exclusive 
investigation into the plans for the nazi Fest 


invited to play. In conjunc- 
tion with our colleagues in the USA, we 
have not only put together a profile of the 
band and its strong nazi links but have 
also succeeded in obtaining details of 
band members and followers. 


Vv 29 July 
Two Americans fly into London from 
Portland. One is Jason Stevens of 
Portland, lead musician of Intimidation 
One. He and his female friend are put on 
the next plane home. 

The Anti Nazi League announces its 
plans for opposing the nazi Fest in 
Wales. 


v 30 July 


The National Assembly Against Racism 
is given a briefing and a copy of 
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Searchlight Information Services 
SPECIALIST RESEARCH INTO RACISM AND FASCISM 
37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8&JR 

Tel: 0171 284 4040 Fax: 0171 284 4410 
Email: sis @s-light.demon.co.uk Website http://www.s-light.demon.co.uk 


Chairman: Gerry Gable 
Researcher: Anthony Young 


Jack Straw, M.P., P.C. 
The Home Secretary 
The Home Office 
Whitehall 


25 July 1997 


Dear Home Secretary, 


We are writing to express our deep concem about an event that will be held in South Wales on 
Saturday 9 August 1997. The British nazi movement plans host an “Aryan Music Fest” at 
which hundreds of young and violent nazis, from several western and eastem European 
countries as well from the USA and Canada, will gather. 


The last time a nazi gig was held in South Wales was in 1995 in Cosy: It ended with a riot 
in which a local pub was smashed up, members of both the police and public were injured and 
a trail of destruction was left through the town and around the venue. It took hundreds of police 
Officers to contain the trouble at a huge cost to the public. The nazis were armed with iron bars, 
baseball bats and tear gas. They clearly came prepared for violence and destruction. 


The bands playing their illegal songs of race hate on 9 August 1997 will include American, 
German rl Swedish groups as wall as bands from Wales, England and Scotland. Many of 
the bands’ members, security teams and followers have serious criminal convictions for 
violence. 


Both the police and local authorities have legal powers to stop such events from taking place 
and to seize any equipment that may be used to put the events on, such as sound systems 
and staging. 
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Left: Searchlight’s letter to the Home Secretary, calling 


not able to bring violence and fear back to South Wales. 


Yours sincerely, 


Gerry Gable, editor of Seantig magazine 
Wayne David, MEP, South W 

oor Kinnock, MEP, Labour, South East Wales 
Bob Purkiss 

Dafydd Wigley, MP, Plaid Cymru, Caemarfon 


David Jenkins, Secretary TUC Wales 





We, the undersigned, are calling on the police and the authorities to ban this dangerous event. 
Last weekend police forces across Germany seized 45,000 nazi CDs worth erp half 
a million pounds to the far-right groups. In Wales steps should be taken immi D 

that the nazis are not able to spread their message of hate, not able to profit from racism and 


les Central, leader of the European Parliamentary Labour Group 
, Commissioner for the CRE, Equalities Officer T@WU 


Victor Dubow, Chairman of the Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women, Wales 


Searchlight Information Services, registered In England & Wales, company number 2055070 


ately to ensure 


of the event 


Derbyshire, 
Leicestershire 
and Notting- 
hamshire have 
already set up 
a joint opera- 
tion in close 
liaison with the 








Searchlight’s letter. They issue it a couple of 
days later as their own without any reference 
to Searchlight. The only paragraph they add 
to it themselves gives the date of the event as 
9 July instead of 9 August. 

Searchlight is continuing to receive hard 
intelligence from inside the nazi camp and 
believes, as do many police officers, that 
the event will not now take place in Wales 
but at a fallback venue near Glastonbury. 
Cooperation between the Welsh police 
and the Somerset and Avon Police Service 
apparently kills off that possibility very 
quickly. 

A growing amount of nazi-sourced disin- 
formation is circulating in Wales and 
England, as a result of which some people in 
Wales believe the nazi Fest will still be staged 
there. 


Vv 7 August 


The police have had Bartlett under surveil- 
lance for at least a week. Early in the morning 
they raid his home and subject it to an inten- 
sive search. Bartlett and three others, includ- 
ing two US citizens, are arrested. 

_ Searchlight tells the police that we believe 
the nazis now intend to converge on the 
Midlands, a region where the nazis have been 
holding regular gigs over the past couple of 
years without any police interference. 

One of the bands listed to play is English 
Rose and we point out that its lead player, 
Jonesy, is likely to be another key organiser 
of the event. 

Three Midland police services covering 
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Welsh and 
Somerset and Avon police. 

Bartlett’s arrest has made it difficult for the 
nazis to announce their two new redirection 
points, of which the times and places have 
been arranged to make it possible for the 
nazis to direct their followers either to the 
now aborted venue near Glastonbury or to the 
Midlands. 


Vv 8 August 


Bartlett is charged with possession of a CS 
gas canister and bailed. Those detained with 
him are released. The two Americans are 
believed to have been handed over to immi- 
gration officers with a view to sending them 
home. Other matters arising from the police 
raid are still under investigation. 


Vv 9 August 


Fest day dawns. Hundreds of British and 
overseas nazis are sitting around at four redi- 
rection points not sure where they are sup- 
posed to be heading. 

Police estimates suggest that at least 300 to 
400 nazis are at the designated motorway ser- 
vice areas. The biggest group is allowed to 
leave the Leigh Delamere services on the M4 
motorway in Wiltshire and forms a convoy 
heading for the Midlands. It includes nazis 
wearing t-shirts with slogans proclaiming 
“English Rose 100% White”, as well as 
Italians, Germans, Belgians and French nazis. 

Among the German nazis about whom 
Searchlight has tipped off the police are three 
men connected with the German band 08/15. 
They are Rainer Sebricht from Diisseldorf, 


for the nazi Fest to be stopped. Above: Avalon, one of 
the bands believed to have made it to what remained 


the band’s leader, Otto Leppkes from Krefield 
and Inger Wolff. The band fails to appear at 
the Fest. 

As the police operation swings into action, 
the nazis’ vehicles are pulled over. Many 
European nazis find out that their motoring 
documents are not in order and are prevented 
from proceeding. One irate British nazi com- 
plains, only to have his documents examined 
and found out of order. 


Reports coming in to Searchlight’s opera- ~ 


tions desk indicate that if the event had been 
allowed to go ahead without interference, the 
nazis could have achieved their target atten- 
dance of 1,000. 

The Anti Nazi League rallies its forces in 
South Wales, who do a good job talking to 
thousands of youngsters attending a massive 
Asian Festival and a large music event. Other 
ANL activists tail the nazi convoy into the 
Midlands until the police finally bring it to a 
halt. 

At this point Searchlight is able to inform 
the Welsh and Midlands police control rooms 
that the nazis are heading for Coventry. 

As the evening wears on, it becomes appar- 
ent that the wishes of the police control 
rooms in Gwent and Leicestershire are being 
ignored by the West Midlands and 
Warwickshire police, who allow a gig to go 
ahead, albeit a tiny one compared to what the 
nazis hoped for, and without a single overseas 
band putting in an appearance. 


ccording to one Welsh MP, Jack 
As and a Home Office team had 
A coordinated police operations and 
arrived at the decision to shut the nazi Fest 
down. The Home Secretary has the power to 
do this but local Chief Constables also have 
extensive powers to act on such occasions. 
Those powers were in action in 1993 when 
Searchlight worked with the Derbyshire 
Police to stop a nazi music fest. On that occa- 
sion Searchlight supplied evidence which 














enabled the police to go before a judge to 
obtain banning and seizure orders. 

It would seem that the West Midlands and 
Warwickshire police services ignored the 
Home Office’s instructions. The response by 
the two services to inquiries from The 
Independent would be a joke were it not for 
the way in which they let down their col- 
leagues as well as the public. 

The West Midlands police stated that noth- 
ing had taken place on their patch and said 
that questions should be directed at the 
Warwickshire Police. A spokesman added 
that one of their motorway patrols might have 
seen something. 

The Warwickshire police at first denied that 
any nazi event had occurred, either on their 
patch or anywhere else in the Midlands. 

When pushed they changed their line and 
said they had seen a number of nazis at a bik- 
ers’ pub just inside their area, but had done 
nothing about it and the nazis had left. This 
was clearly a redirection party guiding strag- 
glers to the gig. If the police had followed 
them or contacted their colleagues in the West 
Midlands police to do so, they would have 
located the 150 nazis who made the event at a 
hall a mile and a half away within the West 
Midlands police area. 

What went wrong? A massive police opera- 
tion over two weeks with the authority to 
spend probably tens of thousands of pounds, 
excellent practical cooperation between anti- 
fascists and a dozen police forces, the break- 
up of the fascist convoys and the arrest of 
Bartlett end with two police services failing 





























The resurrected nazi band Squadron (above) and English Rose (left), both of 


which were billed to play at the Fest 


to complete the job. Whether this was the 
result of sheer incompetence or lack of politi- 
cal will is unclear. Searchlight hopes that the 
Home Secretary and the Association of Chief 
Police Officers will put some searching ques- 
tions to their colleagues in the West 
Midlands. 

The British nazis were not the only ones to 
have their collars felt. Another round of 
police raids across Germany on 6 August led 
to the seizure of thousands of hate CDs, com- 
puters, nazi regalia, sales and contact lists as 
well weapons including a machine gun and 
500 rounds of ammunition. 

The raids, which were organised by the 
Federal Criminal Investigation Office, the 
BKA, in Wiesbaden hit 16 nazi music distri- 
bution operations at 40 different locations in 
Lower Saxony, Bavaria, North Rhine- 
Westphalia, Berlin, Hamburg, Brandenburg, 
Bremen, Saxony, Thuringia and Schleswig- 
Holstein. 

The BKA in a press statement said: “The 
producers of the CDs were motivated by both 



































































































































































































































Combat 18 graffiti in South Wales in the run-up to the planned Aryan music Fest 


political conviction and a desire to make 
money”. It continued: “On one hand the 
lyrics express blatant racism and extreme 
right wing thinking, which has the effect of 
stimulating violence. At the same time big 
profits can be made from these products”. 
The German police will of course have 
missed getting their hands on the 50 or so 
German nazis who had already travelled to 
Britain for the aborted nazi Fest. 

Searchlight would like to thank everyone 
who joined us in successfully preventing a 
large-scale nazi event and causing yet again a 
massive loss of face for Britain’s nazis. We 
are especially grateful to researchers at the 
Coalition for Human Dignity in the USA and 
our colleagues in the German anti-fascist 
movement for their unstinting help over the 
past three weeks. 

Searchlight is thankful that police services 
in at least some parts of the country now 
know the value of cooperation with anti- 
fascists to prevent such events, which always 
‘lead to violence. 
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More silly season antics from the BNP 


ritain’s fascists and nazis never 
B cease heaping problems upon 

themselves. Although they 
always blame the nation’s and their 
own personal ills on secret cabals of 
Jews — whether the “Elders of Zion” 
or “ZOG”, the “Zionist Occupation 
Government” — or black, gay or Irish 
people, any examination of the nazis 
themselves reveals most of them to be 
inept and stupid and certainly hypo- 
critical. 


First came the farcical result of the 
Uxbridge by-election on 31 July, in which the 
combined votes for the three far-right candi- 
dates barely exceeded the Monster Raving 
Loony Party’s tally. Out of a total vote of 
32,000, representing 55% of the electorate, 
the National Front’s chairman John McAuley 
polled 110 votes (0.32%), Ian Anderson, 
leader of the National Democrats, got 157 
votes (0.50%) and Frances Taylor represent- 
ing the British National Party took 205 votes 
(0.65%). Perhaps a small consolation for the 
nazis was that the UK Independence Party 
did even worse with under 40 votes. 

The biggest humiliation for the BNP lead- 
ership was that they were unable to find a 
suitable candidate among the party’s local 
activists, who include the notorious Warren 
and Steve Glass. Instead they imported Ms 
Taylor from Hull, whose 5.18% in Dewsbury 
at the general election in May was the BNP’s 
third highest result. Ms Taylor, who describes 
herself as a designer, was the butt of a run- 
ning joke among the hard-case west London 





group of four, possibly five, men 
A“ nazi connections are at large in 

the Midlands. They may also have 
operated in other parts of the country. They 
are dangerous, to the extent of being 
potential murderers. 

Can you help us identify them before they 
kill anyone? All information will be treated 
in confidence. 

@ The man who appears to lead the group 
is thought to be in his late twenties. About 
5’ 11” tall with short clean-cut red hair, he is 
neat and tidy in appearance and described as 
well groomed. His build is stocky and gives 
the impression that he works out. In July he 
had what looked like a fresh scar on his face 
running from his right eye towards his right 
ear. It had been badly stitched. He was 
wearing a black singlet and dark trousers. 

li The second man is in his mid thirties 
with short grey spiky hair. He is about 5’ 
11” tall, bull necked and very muscular, 
described as looking like he pumps iron. He 
wears a lot of jewelry on his hands: rings 
and possibly bracelets. 
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These men are dangerous 
Can you identify them? 








BNP activists, 
who kept using 
the phrase 
“designed for 
the fuller fig- 
ure”, presum- 
ably an unfair 
comment on 
Ms Taylor’s 
build. 

The BNP’s 
embarrassment 
was com- as 
pounded when § _ 
the party, fear- ue 
ing confrontation with anti-fascists, had to 
call upon activists from the nazi terror group 
Combat 18 for back-up on the streets. How 
humiliated yesteryear’s mad bomber Tony 
Lecomber, now a senior BNP officer, must 
have felt to need the protection of men who 
had called him a grass and beaten him sense- 
less a few years ago. 

Worse was to follow with the conviction 
and sentencing of the Oldham crew of violent 
nazis who have recently been running a local 
post office box number for both the BNP and 
C18 at the same time. They now appear to 
have defected to the International Third 
Position, the one-time political home of the 
BNP’s rising star Nick Griffin. 

The Fitton Hill Crew, as they have been 
known for several years, have a long record 
of racial violence and convictions and a repu- 
tation that stretched far beyond Oldham. 

In court they all pleaded guilty to possess- 
ing written material which was threatening, 
abusive or insulting, with a view to it being 






































He sports a tattoo of a half-completed |. 


Derby County football club ram, which 
appears to have been cut by an amateur. 
When seen he was wearing black jeans and 
singlet. 

M@ The third man is in his early twenties, 
between 5’ 6” and 5’ 8” tall, with short 
blonde hair. His tattoos include No 
Remorse, No Surrender and Combat 88 (not 
18). He was dressed in black track suit bot- 
toms, a black singlet and black bomber 
jacket with a Blood and Honour “AWB” 
symbol on the left arm. 

@ The fourth man has dark grey short hair 
and is very strong. He was wearing a black 
singlet and dark trousers. 

They are known sometimes to drive an 
old-style white Volvo estate car with leather 
seats. 

If you have any information about any of 
them, either telephone Searchlight on 0171 
284 4040, or write in confidence to 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London WIM 8JR. Please do not leave any 
messages on our answerphone. 


































































































A choice of fascists for the electors of 
Uxbridge: lan Anderson and Frances 
Taylor were two of the three fascist 
by-election candidates on 31 July. 
Very few voters were silly enough to 
choose any of them 


distributed with intent to stir up racial hatred. 
Hill also admitted possession of an illegal 
stun gun. 

Lying through their teeth in the hope of 
lenient sentences, they claimed they had all 
given up their previous political allegiances. 
Jason Wilcox, 31, was jailed for six months, 
while Kevin Gough, 24, Andrew Roughley, 
26, and Jonathan Hill, 26, all got four months. 
They had already been held in custody for 
some time. 

When he was arrested Wilcox had only 
recently been released from prison after a 
conviction for a violent attack on a Chinese 
restaurant owner. 

Elsewhere in the Northwest the traditional 
Orange Order parade in Southport attracted 
the usual rat pack of nazi and fascist hangers- 
on. With the renewed ceasefire in Northern 
Ireland, the diminishing numbers of loyalists 
and Orange Lodge members who oppose the 
peace negotiations continue to act as a mag- 
net for mainland nazis. In July the Sargent 
faction of the divided C18 sent 20 to 30 
activists to Ulster, while Ian Anderson stood 
in Derry at the general election, as a result of 
which he has been reported to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions for failing to return his 
election expenses. 

Southport traditionally hosts one annual 
Orange parade, but the past year has seen 
three such events, which are a cause of con- 
cern to local people, especially traders whose 
business plummets each time. An effort is 
now under way to exert greater control on 
such events in the future. 

True Brit, produced by Scots nazis in sup- 
port of the BNP’s warmongering Ulster poli- 
cy, is now in its fourth edition. It does not 
improve. The latest issue includes a raving 
attack on Princess Diana and a headline pro- 
claiming that Drumcree is Ulster’s last stand. 
Not having any new ideas about Northern 
Ireland and not much to say about the old 
ones, True Brit fills the rest of its pages with 
another space wasting attack on the Cook 
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Burnley National Democrats set up shop in Southport to 


peddle copies of The Flag and t-shirts emblazoned with the 
“ slogan “Keep Ulster Tidy”, depicting Northern Ireland peace 
_ | process documents being dumped in a bin. The man in 
moustache and jacket appears to be the main organiser, 
while the man behind him to the right was doing most of the 

















Report’s exposé three months ago of Griffin’s 
plans for the future of Britain’s far right. 

The pathetic sight of Griffin and Paul 
“Trotsky” Ballard turning up for their first 


appearance at London’s Bow Street 
Magistrates Court on 4 August will do noth- 
ing to enhance battling Nick’s credibility 
among the nazi hard hitters. Griffin, who has 
only one eye, having lost the other in some 
form of “country pursuit”, normally never 
wears his eye patch. His adoption of the 
Nelson touch on this occasion was clearly a 
vain attempt to gain the court’s sympathy. It 
did not go down too well with some of the 
jokers in the BNP who are not exactly enam- 
oured by Nick’s antics and suggested there 
would be very few takers to play Hardy to 
Griffin’s Nelson. 





They were remanded for two weeks to give 
them time to organise their defence. At the 
second hearing they turned up accompanied 
by senior BNP officer Richard Edmonds and 
a team of “minders”, who included a young 


man wearing little short of a full nazi brown- - 


shirt uniform. They appeared to want to 
indulge in a game of “find the Searchlight 
surveillance team”. Unfortunately they only 
caught on when it was too late. 

Griffin and Ballard were further remanded 
to 13 September. They face public order 
charges arising out of the content of their own 
little hate magazine, The Rune. While Ballard 
is forced to put up with a run-of-the-mill legal 
representative, Griffin is hoping to bring over 
Doug Christie from Canada to defend him in 
a high profile case. Christie, who is entitled to 
appear in the British courts, defended Lady 
Jane Birdwood when she was charged over 
her distribution of hate material. She was 
found guilty. He also looked after after the 
interests of David Irving, the historical revi- 
sionist writer, in Canada. He was banned 
from the country. 

Another of the stars of the Cook Report, 
Mark Deavin, has been helping to fill 
the boring pages of Tyndall’s monthly 
magazine, Spearhead. Deavin is trying hard 
to wreak revenge on Alan Sked, who has 





selling. Below left: possible BNP member seen in Southport 


recently retired as leader of the UKIP. 

Writing in Spearhead, Deavin claimed that 
Martin Webster, the one-time national activi- 
ties organiser of the NF and one of the most 
infamous leaders of Britain’s postwar far 
right, had been a speaker at one of the UKIP’s 
meetings. 

Sked appeared unconcerned about the 
attempt by the bungling plotter to link Sked 
with Webster. However Webster insisted that 
Tyndall publish his letter of denial, which 
duly appeared in this month’s Spearhead. 

Tyndall cannot have been happy to print 
anything in his homophobic hate sheet from a 
former political ally turned rival who is open- 
ly gay. Another fine mess that Griffin and his 
chums have dished up for Tyndall. 

Webster is a longstanding enemy of Griffin, 
as it was Griffin, along with Patrick 
Harrington and a group of exiled Italian ter- 
rorists, who headed the attack that ousted 
Webster from the NF leadership in 1983. 

When Griffin and Harrington were in the 
final throes of their political cleansing of the 
old NF in the late 1980s, anyone they deemed 
an enemy was targeted not only for hate mail 
and pornography in the post, but also the 
occasional package of faecal matter. 

The late Ian Stuart Donaldson, the leading 
British nazi musician and founder of the skin- 
head group Skrewdriver, once told 
Searchlight that when he and some of the 
other nazi bands broke away from the control 
of the Harrington-Griffin camp, they were 
subjected to all sorts of hateful actions. 
Donaldson’s mother, who was ill with cancer, 
received wreathes and other material referring 
to her impending death at her Blackpool 
home. 

Sked’s letter of resignation from the leader- 
ship of the UKIP hints at a similar campaign. 
He says that he and his aged family were 
bombarded with hate mail after he helped 
expose the nazi plotters’ attempt to infiltrate 
the UKIP. 

Picking on Webster could seriously back- 
fire on certain people, because if he should 
ever go public about his gay partners on the 
far right in the 1980s and earlier, some people 
will find their political careers at a sudden 
and permanent end. 
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Media ignore racist murder 


A 16-year-old Asian boy was mur- 
dered in July in a suspected racist 
attack, which went unreported by the 
national media. 


Manish Patel was kicked and punched 
before being stabbed. Two youths, aged 15 
and 16, have been charged with his murder. 

Manish’s mother and father, Virbala and 
Nathbhai Patel, criticised the national media 
for failing to report their son’s murder. They 
said the killing would have got national cov- 
erage if their son had been white. 

After a Hindu funeral ceremony in London, 
Manish Patel’s ashes will be taken to India 
and scattered on the River Ganges. 


Kentish Town 

A gang of eight white thugs launched a cow- 
ardly attack on a lone black man in Kentish 
Town, north London, on 28 June. 

The victim was racially abused, stabbed in 
the back, slashed on the arms and punched in 
the face. A minicab driver took the man to 
hospital. 

Police have appealed for witnesses to the 
attack by the gang of men and women, which 
took place in Grafton Road. 


Camden 
A tenant who intimidated and racially abused 
neighbours has been evicted by a judge. 

Peter O’Rourke was given one month to 
leave his flat at Gospel Oak, north London. 
The court heard that O’Rourke had pulled 
down a garden wall and put a doll’s head on a 
pole looking into his neighbour’s garden. 

His upstairs neighbour, Mr Osakwe Osifo, 
said O’Rourke had called him a “black bas- 
tard”, threatened his life and chased him down 
the street with a knife. Housing staff said 
O’Rourke intimidated them by screaming. 


Cheltenham 

A 25-year-old black woman was racially 
abused in a day-time attack in Cheltenham 
high street. She was punched, kicked and spat 
at in the attack, which took place outside the 
Beneficial Bank. 

Cheltenham Council’s community develop- 
ment officer, Richard Gibson, said: “There’s a 
general feeling of disgust. You don’t think 
that kind of thing could happen. It’s not what 
the image of Cheltenham needs.” 

Members of the lower High Street partner- 
ship, including business people, residents and 
police, have expressed their shock at the attack. 


Cleethorpes 
A man has appeared in court after attacking 
an Asian shopkeeper. 

John Burns, 19, entered M & S Stores and 
shouted racial abuse at Mr Jasbinder Bahia 
and his wife. He thrust a stool at Mr Bahia’s 
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chest and then punched him in the face. 

He also threatened to hit Mr Bahia over the 
head with a bottle and to petrol bomb the 
shop. 

Burns pleaded guilty to threatening 
behaviour, criminal damage and failing to 
surrender to custody. In his defence it was 
said that he had been drinking. 

Magistrates ordered him to carry out 80 
hours’ community service and to pay a fine of 
£100, £150 compensation to Mr Bahia, £100 
for repairs and costs of £5. 


Dundee 

A 26-year-old man went into the back room 
of a supermarket and shouted racist abuse at 
staff when he was asked to leave. 

Derek Joseph Harvey said he was going to 
wreck the shop and would burn it down if the 
staff called the police. He then urinated in a 
sink and left. He returned later and threatened 
to stab staff if they called the police. 

Harvey’s solicitor said his client had been 
drinking. Sheriff Alastair Stewart told 
Harvey: “This was quite outrageous 
behaviour, as you have now admitted through 
your solicitor. Not the least unpleasant of 
what you did was making racist remarks. 
This, unfortunately, is all too common in 
Dundee and something the court will punish 
severely.” 

Harvey was remanded on bail for reports. 


Leicester 
Professional boxer Shaun Cummins, 30, has 
been jailed for five months for attacking a 
doctor in hospital. 

Dr Ahmed Nana was trying to give emer- 


gency treatment to Cummins’s newly born 


son. Nurses had called Dr Nana when the 
baby started having breathing difficulties. 

Cummins would not let him near the baby, 
saying: “The whites should stick with the 
whites and the blacks should stick with the 
blacks.” He then grabbed hold of Dr Nana’s 
face and twisted his head. 

When police were called Cummins said of 
Dr Nana: “He came in and spoiled my day. I 
do not want black hands on my wife or son.” 

Cummins’s career is now at an end, as he 
stands to be barred by the British Boxing 
Board of Control. Unrepentant, he bragged 
after the case, “I'd do it all again”. 


South Wales 


Police are leading a new campaign against 
racism. 

Chief Constable Tony Burden, of South 
Wales Police, warned: “My message is one of 
no tolerance whatsoever of any racial 
behaviour or attitude.” He said police would 
work more closely with ethnic minority 
groups through its Minorities and Racial 
Incident Unit. 


Schools would also be involved. “There is 
a worrying number of cases of racist 
behaviour among children, so I want to work 
with the Local Education Authorities.” 

The police initiative was welcomed by Ray 
Singh, chair of the Wales Commission for 
Racial Equality, who said that schools were a 
key area. 

Three years ago a Neath shopkeeper, 
Mohan Singh Kullar, was murdered in a racist 
attack, for which two men were jailed for 
manslaughter. Mr Kullar’s son, Raj Kullar, 
said that, for the new initiative to work, 
police attitudes would have to change. “When 
we reported the attack on my father to police, 
all they said was if they come back, we 
should phone the police again,” he recalled. 

Present at the launch of the initiative was 
Phillip Gibbs, 47, of Thomastown, whose son 
Ian was murdered in a racial incident two 
years ago. Ian, 20, a part-time firefighter, was 
stabbed to death outside a takeaway after try- 
ing to help staff who were being racially 
abused. 

Mr Gibbs said: “Ian was a tremendous lad 
and a wonderful son. If this campaign saves 
someone else from going through the terrible 
tragedy my family have suffered then it will 
be worth while.” 

In Swansea racist thugs have forced ethnic 
minority residents to flee their homes. The 
annual report of Swansea Bay Racial Equality 
Council reveals that three families were 
forced out of their homes in Townhill, 
Bonymaen and Blaenymaes due to racial 
harassment. 

There were 130 racial incidents in the 
Swansea Bay area last year, while across 
South Wales incidents rose by 150 per cent. 

Swansea Bay solicitor Ray Singh, a com- 
missioner for the Commission for Racial 
Equality, said: “There are so many people 
who are suffering in silence who are not com- 
ing forward to report these incidents. I chal- 
lenge leaders of the community to identify the 
racists among them, to expose and expunge 
them.” 

In the village of Penycraig, in the Rhondda, 
Dr Mithileshwar Srivastava, a GP, has 
appealed for help after suffering racist abuse. 
Dr Srivastava has been personally abused and 
his car has been damaged several times. The 
Bro Taf Health Authority has arranged a 
meeting with community leaders to try and 
find ways of tackling the abuse. 

At Trethomas, near Caerphilly, fascist graf- 
fiti, including a swastika and the words 
“Combat 18”, were sprayed on bus shelters 
and shops. Much of the graffiti was close to 
the homes and businesses of people from eth- 
nic minorities. 

“Tt appears to us they have been targeted on 
purpose by these slogans,” said a spokesman 
from the Valleys Race Equality Council. 














































































Suraj Grd¥er 
(left) of 
Southall 
Monitoring 
Group, with 
Piara Khabra, 
MP for Ealing 
and Southall 


Asha Yasin is 

a Somali 
refugee here 
with her two 
daughters 


j 
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“Fear is your weapon, courage is ours” is the slogan of 
the Southall Black Sisters and a rallying call at a meeting 
at the Dominion Centre, Southall, on Sunday 17 August. 
The rally was organised by the Southall Monitoring 
Group to build support for a campaign to combat the 
outbreak of communal unrest in the Southall area. 

The chair of the meeting, Suresh Grover, told around 
200 people in the hall that, over the past five to six 
months, the Southall Monitoring Group - whose offices 
were firebombed only recently — have been holding 
meetings with representatives from the various groups 
of Muslims, Sikh, Hindi and Somali youth to try to under- 
stand their problems. 

The aim, he said: “is to create a mood of unity among 
different groups to discuss a mass movement against 
injustice”. He noted that “we have to take on the apathy 
of the local authorities” in dealing with problems - 
particularly among youth. 

Speaking to a full hall, Piara Khabra, the Labour MP for 
Ealing and Southall, warned of the dangers of these 
“divisive forces in this country, where racism is an 
institution”. Bringing the politics of the subcontinent to 





Southall strives f 


A ‘Southall 
Black Sisters’ 
speaker 


this country could “split the community...”. “We have 
more things in common,” he said, “than we have 
differences in life.” He stressed the need for unity at “this 
time when we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
India’s independence”. 

Mohammed Arif, of Afro-Asia Solidarity, told the 
audience: “Religion teaches us tolerance and those who 
deny this are denying the fundamental tenets of their 
religion”. He cautioned that if the community is divided 
“all that will happen is that we will be marginalised”. 

Also making a call for unity was Malkiat Bilku, leader of 
the Hillingdon Hospital Strikers - who will mark two 
years of their strike on 1 October. “Our struggle is not for 
race,” she said, “but for the whole working class. To 
defend the NHS, and to fight against injustice and slave 
labour.” 

A March for Unity through Southall will be held on 
Sunday 12 October to continue to develop a movement 
against racism, bigotry and injustice to improve the 
quality of life for the people of Southall. 

Details from: SMG, 0181 843 2333, or SMG Unity, PO 
Box 304, Southall, Middlesex UB2 5YR. 
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TUC hotline uncovers 
widespread workplace racism 


A telephone hotline for people suffer- 
ing racism at work received 100 calls 
in one week. Callers said that they 
were more likely to be disciplined than 
white colleagues; that they were over- 
looked for promotion, while jobs were 
given to white workers with fewer 
qualifications or less service; and that 
the opportunity to do overtime was 
often allocated on the basis of race. 

A large number of callers complained of 
racist abuse and said that when they went to 
their bosses they were told to make more 
effort to “fit in”. 

The phone line was run by the Trades 
Union Congress. 

An analysis of data from the 1991 Census 
shows that ethnic minorities still have to fight 
against the odds to get on in life. Professor 
Valerie Kahn, who carried out the analysis, 
said: “While the 1991 Census powerfully 
documents the progress that some members 
of ethnic minority groups have been able to 
make, it also shows that this has been against 
the odds. There is a large volume of evidence 
which shows that racial discrimination 
remains widespread.” 

In 1996, compensation awarded by indus- 
trial tribunals to victims of race discrimina- 
tion in employment averaged £9,600. There 
were 53 cases of racial discrimination and 
four cases of sex and race discrimination 
combined. 

Several victims of discrimination have 


been successful when they appeared before 
industrial tribunals in the past two months. 

An Asian law lecturer won his case against 
Manchester University and Professor Rodney 
Brazier, Dean of the university’s law faculty. 
Professor Brazier is a legal adviser to the 
Queen. 

The tribunal found that Dr Asif Qureshi 
was repeatedly passed over for promotion and 
then discriminated against when he started 
legal proceedings. 

The tribunal described the university’s 
response to equal opportunities as “negative, 
inadequate, even hostile”. When Dr Qureshi 
suggested blind marking of exam scripts, a 
senior lecturer challenged him to a fight. 

The amount of compensation is to be 
decided. 

British-trained doctors with Asian names 
are less likely to be short-listed for hospital 
jobs than those with English names. Research 
reported in the British Medical Journal 
involved sending matched pairs of applica- 
tions for 50 posts. 

Only 36 per cent of those with Asian 
names were short-listed, compared to 52 per 
cent of those with English names. 

In Birmingham, Dr Nazir Effa has been 
awarded £20,000 compensation after suffer- 
ing racial discrimination at the Alexandra 
Hospital in Redditch. Dr Effa had been false- 
ly accused of being incompetent and a “risk 
to patients”. 

In Bradford, a survey by the MSF union 
has found that the West Yorkshire Ambulance 


Asylum seekers may lose legal aid 


Government ministers are considering 
further restrictions on legal aid for 
asylum seekers. According to govern- 
ment figures only four per cent of asy- 
lum seekers who appeal to an indepen- 
dent adjudicator against refusal of 
permission to stay are successful. Of 
the small number who are allowed to 
appeal to an immigration tribunal, 
only six per cent are successful. 

Organisations representing asylum seekers 
say that these figures are misleading. At pre- 
sent applicants for asylum are not allowed 
legal aid for a lawyer to represent them at 
appeals. If they were the success rate would 
be higher. Many asylum seekers are granted 
exceptional leave to remain rather than formal 
refugee status. 

A report, Providing Protection, by the 
Immigration Law Practitioners Association, 
the Asylum Rights Campaign and Justice, the 
law reform group, calls for a complete over- 
haul of the “unfair and ineffective” asylum 
process. 

There is a backlog of more than 70,000 
cases, many of which have been in the system 
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for more than four years. The report calls for 
an amnesty for those whom it could be 
“impractical and inhumane” to remove. It also 
asks for an extension of legal aid to cover 
immigration appeals tribunals. 

In two separate cases, High Court judges 
have overturned a ban on asylum seekers 
securing jobs and ruled that subsistence pay- 
ments to single asylum seekers are unlawful. 

In the High Court, Mr Justice Owen ruled 
that a ban on asylum seekers finding jobs 
while waiting for appeal hearings was 
“unlawful and irrational”. To deny asylum 
seekers the possibility of supporting them- 
selves was “so draconian” as to be outside the 
powers of immigration officers or the Home 
Secretary. 

In a separate judgment, Mr Justice Laws 
ruled that payments made to 5,000 single asy- 
lum seekers in London by local authorities, 
after welfare benefits were cut, were illegal. 
Payments to families are legal under the 
Children Act. 

The ruling means that councils will have to 
provide destitute asylum seekers with food 
vouchers and meals on wheels to prevent 
them from starving. 


Service at Birkenshaw employs no ethnic 
minority non-medical staff. A spokesman for 
the West Yorkshire Ambulance Service said 
recruitment from ethnic groups was not as 
high as they would like. 

An employee of Chinese origin has been 
awarded £172,000 compensation after suffer- 
ing racial discrimination at Hackney Council. 

David Chan, who earned £24,000 a year as 
a valuer, retired on medical grounds after 
being bullied by managers and told his “face 
did not fit”. Black barrister Lincoln Crawford 
is chairing an inquiry into racial discrimina- 
tion at the council. 

When a restaurant attempted to use 
Glasgow job centre to screen job applicants 
on racial grounds, the Commission for Racial 
Equality was informed. 

Mr Franco Conti, owner of the L’Artista 
restaurant, refused to interview a chef because 
the applicant was an Algerian Muslim. Mr 
Conti was ordered to prepare an acceptable 
equal opportunities policy and to pay £500 
compensation to Mr Azzedine Belkadi. 

Mr Conti has refused to respond to any 
correspondence and appears to be in hiding. 

The Swansea Bay Racial Equality Council 
has reported a particularly shocking case of 
abuse at work. 

An Afro-Caribbean woman was asked by 
her supervisor: “If I were to kick you in the 
back of your leg, what colour bruise would 
you get?” The supervisor then kicked her. 

The employer offered an apology and an 
out of court settlement of £2,250. 


Racist lecturer 
sacked 


The Edinburgh University lecturer 
Christopher Brand, 53, has been 
sacked from his post in the psycholo- 
gy department. 

His book, The g-Factor, claimed 
that black people are genetically less 
intelligent than whites. The book was 
withdrawn by his publisher after a 
public outcry, but Brand was then 
appointed to the university ethics 
committee. 

Recently Brand defended sex with 
children on his Internet site, and this 
led to his appearance before a univer- 
sity tribunal, which found him guilty 
of disgraceful conduct. 

In its judgment the tribunal states: 
“The effect was to undermine com- 
pletely any remaining trust and con- 
fidence which members of the psy- 
chology department might have had 
in him as a colleague.” 





Wrongful arrest [PD parade: Al Jolson-style 


Two black men on their way home 
from a nightclub were stopped by 
police. They allege that the officers 
racially abused and assaulted them 
before arresting them. 


They were charged with assaulting police 
officers, obstruction and threatening 
behaviour. The case was thrown out when it 
came to court. 

The two men, Oliver Hagley, 29, and Kola 
Fajimolu, 29, were in a white friend’s BMW 
car when they were stopped in Edmonton, 
north London, in January 1992. The white 
driver was not arrested. 

Mr Hagley claims he was told he was being 
arrested “because you are black’. One officer 
allegedly said: “If I had my way I’d have you 
all put down at birth”. The men claim that 
other officers said: “We are in authority. We 
can do as we wish.” 

The two men are suing the Commissioner 
of Police for wrongful arrest, false imprison- 
ment, assault and malicious prosecution. 

In court it was claimed that Mr Hagley was 
being searched by PC Tucker when the officer 
became violent and began to manhandle him. 
More officers arrived and Mr Fajimolu was 
elbowed in the head. 

The two men were taken to Edmonton 
police station where they were strip searched, 
but nothing was found. 

Leslie Thomas, counsel for Mr Hagley, 
said: “The Commissioner doesn’t accept 
police officers did anything wrong.” 


Strathclyde Police to 
review race policy 


Scotland’s largest police force has 
announced a review of its race relations 
policy. The review, by Strathclyde Police, 
comes after a finding by an industrial tri- 
bunal that a constable suffered racial 
discrimination from a senior officer. 


Chief Constable John Orr said the initiative 
had been planned for a year and was not a 
“knee jerk” reaction to the tribunal case. 

The initiative includes publicity to attract 
more black and Asian people to join the force 
and the setting up of liaison groups in “ethnic 
areas”’ to encourage people to report crime. 

Investigations of suspected racially moti- 
vated incidents will be given a higher priority. 
Police will be able to emphasise suspected 
racial motivation when reporting incidents to 
procurators fiscal or reporters to the chil- 
dren’s panel. 

New race relations responsibilities have 
been given to the 41 officers in charge of sub- 
divisions, although none of the officers is cur- 
rently from an ethnic minority. 

At present less than one per cent of the 
police workforce is from ethnic minorities 
and this includes civilian support staff in 
junior positions. 

Glasgow councillor Hanzala Malik, chair 
of the West of Scotland Community Relations 
Council, welcomed the initiative. “It may be 
a little late but I think the policy tends to go 
beyond what is legally required from them,” 
he said. 


A case against a black man accused of 
demanding money was dismissed after 
a court heard how blacked-up white 
men were used in an identity parade. 
Judge Michael Astill described the 
procedure as a “farce”’. 


Police in Sheffield were unable to find any 
volunteers for an ID parade who looked like the 
suspect Martin Kamara, who is bald, bearded, 
1.90m tall and weighs more than 100kg. 

Tim Hollis, Assistant Chief Constable of 
South Yorkshire Police, said: “Checks were 
made with banks of volunteers force wide and 
a search was made as far north as Newcastle 
without success. Knowing that the artist had 


been successful in altering skin tones previ- 
ously, 15 white volunteers of similar height 
and build were brought in to help.” 

Mr Kamara said: “It was like an audition 
for the Al Jolson show. As the white men 
stood in the line-up the heat and the bright 
lights made their make-up run and smudge.” 

The artist did not have enough time to 
black up the men’s hands. 

Mr Kamara, 43, who denied demanding 
£21,000 from a businessman, said: “When 
they started to paint the white men’s faces 
black, I felt like singing Mammy”. 

Peter Moore, director of Sheffield’s Racial 
Equality Council, said the South Yorkshire 
Police were “wide open to ridicule”. 


Armed forces drag their heels 


Another case of racist abuse in the 
Army was reported in July, the same 
month that the Ministry of Defence 
announced a scheme to attract more 
recruits from ethnic minorities. 


Black soldier John Davison is waiting for a 
psychiatric discharge after racist abuse and 
beatings drove him to the brink of suicide. 

The 26-year-old completed his basic train- 
ing without any problems, but the abuse start- 
ed when he joined his unit in the Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers. 

In the latest attack he says he was tied up in 
a sleeping bag and kicked and punched. He 
suffered a broken nose, facial cuts and severe 
bruising. The Army’s Special Investigations 
Branch was unable to find any witnesses to 
the attack and so no charges have been 
brought. 

When Mr Davison was unable to stand the 
abuse he went absent without leave. His 
mother, worried that he was about to have a 
nervous breakdown, took him to St George’s 
Psychiatric Hospital in Northumberland. He 
was kept there for a fortnight, but was then 
discharged back to his unit. The sleeping bag 
beating took place a month later. 

Mr Davison said: “After I went AWOL I 
was beaten, and one of the racists even threat- 
ened to kill my wife and kids if I said any- 
thing.” 

He added: “I thought my future was in the 
Army but I was wrong. I have been pushed 
out by racists who have made my life hell. I 
never imagined it would get this bad. It put a 
terrible strain on my marriage.” 


He is now trying to patch up his relation- 
ship with his wife and three children. A psy- 
chiatrist has recommended that he be allowed 
to leave the Army. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Defence has 
announced plans for a confidential telephone 
helpline for victims of abuse in the Armed 
Forces. 

There are also to be two pilot recruitment 
schemes in Newham, east London, and 
Sandwell in the West Midlands, in an attempt 
to attract more recruits from ethnic minorities. 

Defence Secretary George Robertson has 
said that the forces have an “abysmal” record 
in attracting ethnic minorities. Only one per 
cent of the armed forces are from ethnic 
minorities: 1.0 per cent in the Army, 0.8 per 
cent in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines, 
and 1.4 per cent in the RAF. 

Serving Major Eric Joyce criticised the 
Army strategy in a Fabian Society pamphlet, 
Arms and the man. He says that in spite of a 
big shortfall in recruiting, the response has 
been to treat the problem as one of image 
rather than substance. 

Equal opportunities training for the Army 
will not starting until well into next year. In 


_March the Commission for Racial Equality 


put the Ministry of Defence on probation for a 
second year, after finding that the problem of 
racism was still not being tackled effectively. 

CRE commissioners will review the 
Army’s progress in September. If there has 
not been sufficient progress by then the CRE 
could issue a statutory non-discrimination 
notice, which would force the military to fol- 
low its instructions in detail. 


Police confused by black traffic wardens 


Police sitting a promotion exam were 
unable to respond appropriately when 
dealing with black traffic wardens. So 
in order to “standardise procedures’, 
the 13 black actors who were playing 
the traffic wardens in the practical test 
were told they were no longer needed. 

The decision was later reversed by the 
Home Office. 

The Police Promotions Examinations 
Board decided to drop the use of black actors 


after a psychologist told them that race was 
“confusing” the officers sitting the exam. 
They performed better with white actors. 
Leroy Logan, of the Black Police 
Association, said: “While we agree that there is 
some merit in the findings of the psychologist, 
we would argue that the real issue here is the 
apparent inability of some candidates to relate to 
black people without seeing colour as the issue. 
“Tf this is happening in the controlled situation 
of an exam, then how might their perceptions be 
translated in real operational situations?” 
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earchlight sends greetings to all our 
S friends at this year’s Trade Union 

Congress in Brighton taking place this 
month. We would also like to thank our many 
friends and supporters who have helped us 
build Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
(TUFS) over this past year. 

This year’s Congress takes place in the 
wake of a bigger and better Respect festival, 
with up to 200,000 attending, which was held 
in an area of east London with a strong fascist 
tradition. Trade unions are once again playing 
a leading role in fighting racism and fascism, 
and at the same time bringing tens of thou- 
sands of young people into contact with trade 
unionism. 

We at Searchlight are all thrilled with the 
success of TUFS, which was launched around 
the time of last year’s TUC. TUFS now has 
over 100 affiliated trade union branches from 
many unions. We have also received many 
donations, which are greatly appreciated, and 
have addressed meetings of union branches 
up and down the country. 

Branch affiliations include 16 CWU, 9 
GPMU, 12 MSF and 29 UNISON. We have 
also had affiliations from national and region- 
al committees of the FBU, GPMU, MSF, 
TGWU, UNISON, CCSU and EIS, and from 
several trades councils. 

TUFS is a major success for Searchlight and 
as we look back over our first year there are a 
number of things of which we can all be proud. 


Building Respec 


Last autumn we provided 
the RMT with information 
on John Morse, then the 
editor of the British 
National Party’s newspa- 
per, British Nationalist. 
This information helped 
them successfully —_to 
defend at a tribunal appeal 
their decision to expel him 
from the union. 

During the general elec- 
tion campaign trade union- 
ists across Britain supplied 
us with information about 
fascists standing in their 
areas. Many were alerted to 
the presence of fascist can- 
didates locally after we cir- 
culated a list of constituen- 
cies where the BNP, 
National Front and Third 
Way were standing to all 
TUFS affiliates through 
TUFS. News. We also 
supplied background information and some 
basic advice as to what is permissible when 
campaigning during an election period. This 
turned out to be Searchlight’s largest and 
most successful election information gather- 
ing exercise for many years. 

Searchlight was involved in building for 
Respect ’97 from the beginning, as the TUC 





SPEAKERS: 


5.30PM 





TUC Congress ’97 


Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight 


FRINGE MEETING — 


Gerry Gable, editor Searchlight 


Mary Davis, NAAR, NATFHE national 


executive & TUC Women’s Committee 
(speaking in a personal capacity) 


Dev Barrah, Greenwich Action 
Committee Against Racist Attacks 


TUESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 


SHERIDAN HOTEL 
64 KINGS ROAD, BRIGHTON 


sought to strengthen the 
involvement of anti-racist 
organisations from early on 
in the planning. We dis- 
tributed thousands of fliers 
for the event and met many 
friends, old and new, at the 
Searchlight magazine and 


Searchlight Educational 
Trust stalls in Victoria Park 
on the day. 


A number of unions have 
passed strong anti-racist 
motions at their national 
conferences and the PTC 
and CWU passed national 
affiliation motions to TUFS. 
The MSF passed a motion 
calling for the banning of all 
election broadcasts by 
fascist organisations. 

We have worked, and are 
working, on a number of 
cases involving fascists in a 
trade union and/or work- 
place. Due to their sensitive 
nature, we are unable to 
publicise all of these. Within 
the next couple of months 
Searchlight will expose the 
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National Front Trade Union members on the march 
in the 1970s 


extent of nazi involvement in _ one 
particular union. 

We receive a steady flow of correspon- 
dence from union branches. For example this 
month’s post bag contained a letter from a 
UNISON branch who transcribed a “Combat 
18” hate message that was left on their 
answerphone. For reasons of decency, rather 
than security, we shall not reproduce it here. 
Another union branch wrote to thank us for 
helping one of their members: “Our member 
has asked us to express his thanks to you for 
the helpful advice given, contrasting this with 
the lack of information and assistance from 
the Police and Crown Prosecution Service.” 
Another TUFS supporter who has helped us 
with our initiative from the beginning sent us 
a copy of some fascist material that was sent 
to her home address. 

Our office has been getting a number of 
calls from trade unionists who have been 
receiving threats by phone or post. If you are 
being harassed we ask you to contact us and 
the police. Please keep any answerphone 
tapes with hate messages on them and any 
envelopes in which threats are sent. We are 
always happy to offer advice and are glad for 
any information that we can _ glean. 
Establishing a pattern of abusive behaviour 
can lead us to establish who is behind the 
threats. Guidelines for how to deal with these 
threats can be found in our handbook which 
all TUFS affiliates receive on joining. 

Just a reminder that next month our first 
affiliations will be up for renewal. We will be 
sending out notices. Once again, thanks from 
all of us at Searchlight for your tremendous 
support over the last year. 


— Trade Union 
reflects on its first year 


hen Searchlight was founded in the 
1960s, trade unionists played a 
central role. Among the first 


editors of the monthly magazine, which has 
appeared without a break since April 1975, 
was Maurice Ludmer, then President of 
Birmingham Trades Council, at that time the 
largest such body in Europe. 

We believe that trade unions have a crucial 
role to play in strengthening and building the 
anti-racist and anti-fascist movement in 
Britain. In spite of the changes in recent years 
in the Labour Party’s relationship with the 
unions, trade unions still have a_ strong 
influence on the party of government. The 
trade union movement should use every 
opportunity to ensure that the government 
fulfils its obligation to the many people who 
voted for it in the belief that they would carry 
out more progressive policies on racism than 
previous administrations. 

Respect is an important initiative which 
needs to be built upon so that it is not allowed 
to go the same way as the huge Rock Against 
Racism concerts of the 1970s. Rock Against 
Racism built considerable support for the orig- 
inal Anti Nazi League, of which it was the pre- 
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cursor, but failed to sustain it after the visible 
nazi threat subsided in the late 1970s. As Ken 
Cameron, interviewed in this month’s maga- 
zine, argues, we would like to see Respect 
being expanded so that it has a presence out- 
side London as well. We urge TUFS affiliates 
to push this policy through their branches. 


We are sure that Maurice Ludmer would have 
been pleased with our continuing work with 
trade unionists and the general expansion in 
our work today. We are proud to be carrying 
out that work and attempting to, in his words: 
“teach anti-fascists to be anti-racists and anti- 
racists to be anti-fascists”. 








Red Lion Square, 1972: 
Trade unionists march against fascism 
(photo: Mike Cohen) 


TRADE UNION FRIENDS OF SEARCHLIGHT (TUFS) HAS GONE FROM 
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH SINCE ITS LAUNCH LAST AUTUMN, WITH 
NEW AFFILIATIONS COMING IN AT A STEADY PACE. 

THE MAIN PURPOSE OF TUFS IS TO STRENGTHEN AND BROADEN 
SEARCHLIGHT’S WORK WITH TRADE UNIONISTS. 

TRADE UNION BRANCHES ARE INVITED TO JOIN TUFS FoR £50 A 
YEAR, FOR WHICH THEY WILL RECEIVE SEARCHLIGHT EVERY 
MONTH, UPDATES ON TRADE UNION RELATED ISSUES AND SPECIAL 
RATES FOR TRAINING, EDUCATION AND FUTURE PUBLICATIONS. 
SAMPLE COPIES OF TUFS NEWS ARE AVAILABLE FROM OUR OFFICE. 
FIRST-TIME AFFILIATES RECEIVE SEARCHLIGHT EDUCATIONAL 
TRUST’S HANDBOOK, WHEN HATE COMES TO TOWN, WHICH NORMAL- 
LY COSTS ORGANISATIONS £30. THE HANDBOOK IS AN INVALUABLE 
RESOURCE WITH INFORMATION ON EVERYTHING FROM HOW TO DEAL 
WITH HARASSMENT TO CAMPAIGNING ADVICE. 


What you can do as a Trade Union Friend of Searchlight: 


© Get your branch to send us information on fascist activity in 
your area. 

‘© Invite a Searchlight speaker to address your branch or com- 
mittee meeting. 

@ Encourage your union to take practical action against racism 
and fascism. 


We urge you to get your union branch to join. Just fill in the form 
on this page. 





: Fax: 





We would like our union branch to become a Trade Union 
Friend of Searchlight 


Union: 


se eeccccccccccscoscsces Cee e eee eceereereeeescoeseeserenrooreoreenenseeseeesone 


Branch: BF eae Gas vkcc assassin eg oes taotastaeesta ea 
Mon tact NAM Cee oa 6i ccocews ccteclenstassstnicraatdiecivesseaseeeseins 
Position: 


Address: 


Prrrtrrrrrtrirrrrir iy 
Perro 
ee eenescecccrcseesscosccccerscvesesnoneeveeeeseeseeeecceeseescosssoueseesees 
Pree erny 


Prrerrrrrrrrrritrerrirrritiir ry 


Postcode: 
Tel: 


Prrrrerrrrerrerrerrrrrrrrirrririrrrrirrrrrr ooo 
se eeccceccccoeses Preerrrrrrirrrrrrriirriiriri 


Prrrrrerrrrreiieeeee ry 


Please send the completed form with your £50 affiliation fee (cheques 
payable to Searchlight) to: Trade Union Friends of Searchlight, 
37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 


SS Go ems 
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EN CAMERON is General Secretary of 

the Fire Brigades Union and a 
member of the TUC’s General Council. In 
an exclusive interview with Searchlight, 
he looks at the trade unions’ role in 
combating racism and fascism. 


Ken Cameron joined the fire service in 
Birmingham in 1961, the multiracial city 
strongly contrasting with the Highlands of 
Scotland where he had grown up. Where 
signs once read “No Irish, No Dogs”, outside 
rented rooms in the Sparkhill area of 
Birmingham, there was now a far more 
visible and identifiable minority facing racial 
prejudice. Here he saw racism for the first 
time, and what he saw has led to a life-long 
commitment to fight it. 

Seeing the fight against racism as an 
integral part of trade unionism, as much as 
health and safety and protection of people at 
work, as a young trade union official at local 
level Ken noticed that there were issues that 
were largely ignored. The multiracial society 
of Birmingham and the West Midlands was 
not reflected in the fire service, a service that 
one would expect to have a broadly similar 
ethnic make-up to the society it serves. He 
believed that this demonstrated an inherent 
problem of racism both in terms of 
recruitment and in the attitude of officers 
themselves. He says that he has heard all 
sorts of excuses over the years as to why 
there are difficulties in recruiting ethnic 
minorities into the fire service which, as he 
puts it, “are based on racism and 
absolute nonsense”. 

This is not unique to the fire service, as a 
recent report on the National Health Service, 
published by the MSF, has demonstrated. The 
fire service does face an additional problem 


“We all know that people can be 

scared to oppose the outspoken 

racist, who is invariably a bully 
and a thug as well” 


of image though. A uniformed, disciplined 
service is not the natural home for many 
black people, who have seen their lives 
dominated and abused by uniformed people 
at all levels, including the police. Ken 
maintains that there is a deal of work to be 
done, in terms of public perception of the job, 
by both management and the union. 
Recognising that there is still a long way to 
go, Ken says that the union used to be 
reactive in dealing with discrimination but 
has now taken on a more proactive approach. 
A seminar held in 1995 revealed that black 
members faced considerable harassment at 
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work. As a_white-led, 
male-dominated union, 
the FBU has taken time 
and effort to convince 
people that efforts to 
combat discrimination 
were genuine. At another 
seminar the following 
year a black members’ 
committee was elected 
which now advises the 
union on the best way to 
deal with racism. Black 
and ethnic minority 
members now not only 
have a voice but are also 
able to offer practical 
support via a network to 
members in areas where 
they are often the only 
black firefighter. 

Proud of the strong 
stance that the union has 
taken on_ international 
issues, Ken argues that 
the world doesn’t end at 
the fire station door. 
Firefighters’ compassion 
in terms of the job 
that they do should 
not stop when it comes 
to important issues 
involving solidarity, 
internationalism, _anti- 
fascism and anti-racism. 

This is why, when it 
comes to racism, he says 
that the union has a role to 
play, both internally, in terms of ensuring 
equality in recruitment and making sure the fire 
service is a safe place for people to work in, and 
externally, in terms of supporting the broad- 
based anti-racist and anti-fascist movement. 

Speaking frankly, Ken insists that trade 
unionists have to recognise that there is 
racism at the workplace among their own 
members — something that it is easier to 
ignore. He claims that trade unions have 
denied this in the past, but in recognising this 
today, the leadership should not attempt to 
create solutions that are so bureaucratic that it 
is unable to win the confidence of rank and 
file members of any ethnic minority. “It’s 
more about us listening and acting on what 
we are told than anything else. We can have 
large conglomerates of trade-unions but if 
we’re not looking after all of the membership 
then what are we here for?” 

Elaborating on this, Ken points to the 
example of the TGWU at the Ford plant in 
Dagenham as an important example of a prin- 
cipled stand being taken. In that dispute, 
which went on for some five years and ended 
in an out-of-court settlement, seven black and 


Fire Brigades Union 
Ken Cameron calls 





Ken Cameron, General Secretary, Fire Brigades Union 


Asian applicants for the sought-after Ford 
lorry drivers’ jobs (often paid up to twice the 
salary of assembly workers) passed the inter- 
view but, with the exception of one, failed the 
assessment. Even the one who got a job was 
replaced at the end of his training period by a 
white driver after being told he was not 
suitable. White lorry drivers, in an attempt to 
preserve their traditional ways, threatened to 
leave the TGWU (which they subsequently 
did). Despite this potential loss of members 
the union took the stand that there can be no 
compromise with racial discrimination. 

We could not discuss the details of the 
alleged racial harassment by firefighters at 
Eltham Fire Station due to the sensitive nature 
of the ongoing investigation. However, Ken 
was clear that he does not believe, as do some 
unions, that a union should automatically rep- 
resent a member in all circumstances. If every- 
thing has been done to confirm that 
allegations are not falsely made, then he says 
that the union has a responsibility to the 
person who is being harassed, not the harasser. 

He points out that while anyone who stands 
up to racism in the workplace requires 


General Secretary 
for more Respect 


courage, the fact that firefighters work in such 
close proximity, living, eating and 
sleeping together, makes any repercussions all 
the more acute. It isn’t something you imme- 
diately think of and Ken pushes the point 
home by saying that this is why it is so impor- 
tant that the union supports — those 
members who stand up to racism. “We all 
know that people can 
be scared to oppose the 
outspoken racist, who 
is invariably a bully 
and a thug as well.” 

Ken feels strongly 
that management as 
well as the union has a 
responsibility to deal 
with workplace racism. He says that it is right 
to ask what a union is doing about racists in a 
workforce, but that management interviewed, 
recruited and employed them before they 
became members of the union and therefore 
should continue to bear some responsibility 
towards the workforce and _ provide 
decent training. 

Pleased with the success of the two Respect 
festivals that the TUC has held, Ken reveals 
that these successes have an ironic twist. 
While on the one hand they have brought 
people into contact with trade unions who 
would otherwise have no contact with them, 






































“Respect could go anywhere 
where people are gathering, 
from Glastonbury to the 
Edinburgh Festival.” 


on the other there is what he describes as 
“a suggestion” that the amount of work and 
finance that goes into organising the festival 
might one day result in the TUC turning 
round and saying “we can’t afford it”. He 
laughs, and you can’t help but laugh with 
him, when he says: “I’m more used to the 
TUC saying we can abandon that idea 
because it wasn’t 
a success”. 

A task group has 
been set up to work 
on Respect in the 
future, and while Ken 
is not on it, he has 
some suggestions. He 
feels that the main 
festival should continue to go ahead and that 
Respect should be taken on the road as well, 
into areas outside London. Adding that there 
should be a permanent means of doing that, 
he says Respect could go anywhere where 
people are gathering, from Glastonbury to the 
Edinburgh Festival. 

Keen not to sound pessimistic, Ken still has 
a strong message for Searchlight readers: 
“We've got a time-bomb out there in terms of 
the horrendous number of young black people 
who are not in employment and _ this 
government and trade unions have got to do 
something to redress that.” 

































































































































































If the TUC’s Respect festival were to go on national tour, thousands more young 
people like these would learn the lessons of anti-racism 














































































































Speaking at last month’s Southall 
Unity rally, Malkiat Bilku, a shop 
steward and a leader of the 
Hillingdon Hospital Strikers, calls for 
unity in the community and the trade 
union movement. Alongside her is 
Suresh Grover of the Southall 
Monitoring Group 


SUPPORT THE 
HILLINGDON 
HOSPITAL 
STRIKERS 


Next month marks the second 
anniversary of the Hillingdon 
Hospital strike. They are calling for 
a mass picket outside Hillingdon 
Hospital and a march calling for 
their jobs back and national action 
to win the strike. 
WEDNESDAY 1 OCTOBER 
MASS PICKET: 7AM OUTSIDE 
HILLINGDON HOSPITAL 
MARCH ASSEMBLES: 114M 
COLHAM GREEN, COLHAM ROAD 
(BY HILLINGDON HospITAL — U4 
FROM UXBRIDGE TUBE) 
MARCH LEAVES: 12 NOON TO GO 
PAST THE HOSPITAL TO UXBRIDGE 
RALLY: 1PM UXBRIDGE 
Civic CENTRE 


— bring your banners — 


The strikers, who are not receiving 
any official strike pay, are also 
asking for donations to be sent to: 
HSSC, c/o 27 Townsend Way, 
Northwood, Middx, HA6 1TG 
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Nazis miss the train to Hess march 


earchlight has heard some pretty silly excuses from the 
nazis for their gutless behaviour on many occasions, but 
the one offered by the Danish nazi boss Jonni Hansen 
takes the biscuit. He says the nazis did not turn up at the 
planned venue of their annual Rudolf Hess memorial rally in 
Roskilde, because they missed the train. So he took his motley 
crew of 120 uniformed storm troopers to Kgge, 50 miles south- 


west of Copenhagen, instead. 


The mostly young nazis had invaded 
Denmark from Norway, Sweden, Finland and 
Germany to commemorate the 10th anniver- 
sary of the suicide of Hitler’s deputy. One 
British National Party member, Stewart 
Mordant, arrived from The Netherlands 
where he lives and is an active member of the 
fascist Centrum Party ’86. They were being 
allowed to march because the Danish Justice 
Minister had overruled senior police officers 
who did not want the nazis back in Denmark 
after the riots of two years ago. 

Hiding behind lines of police officers they 
were able to insult the local population by 
strutting around in their Third Reich fancy 
dress, complete with swastika flags, led by a 
lone drummer. They also managed to assault 
two film crews and make a general nuisance 
of themselves. 

The nazi rally lasted no more than 15 min- 
utes, in the face of chants of “nazi swine” 
from local people. Mordant’s call to arms to 
the young nazis and his openly hardline nazi 
and racist speech must have made the BNP 
very proud of him. 

How the nazis will explain their cowardly 
retreat from Roskilde to the rest of the nazi 
movement is yet to be seen. 

In Roskilde itself more than a thousand 
anti-fascists waited in vain to give the nazis 
the same treatment they dished out two years 
ago, when a mere 150 fascists came under a 
hail of missiles hurled by anti-fascists. The 
nazi ranks dissolved into chaos with nazi 
leaders trading insults with each other and 
shouting “Jewish swine” at the public. 

When the anti-fascists discovered that the 










































































nazis had avoided them, 
they regrouped outside 
the nazis’ headquarters in 
Greve outside Copenhagen, 
where the nazis had fled 
from Kgge. The anti- 
fascist attempts to storm 
the building were driven 
off not by the nazis, who 
were cowering inside, but 
by large numbers of 
police officers using tear 
gas. 

Across the border in 
Germany a __ national 
police operation had been 
under way for some 
hours, with nazi attempts 
to hold rallies and march- 


Germany, the nazis were halted by 100 anti- 
fascists. In G6ttingen several nazis were 
arrested, including two leading activists in the 
Sauerlander Aktionsfront (SAF), André 
Zimmermann and Tobias Kubiak. Attempts 
by the nazis to rally in Braunschweig and 
Wolfenbuttel also met with failure. 

At 5pm in KO6nigslutter 150 nazis made it 
into the city centre, only for more than half of 
them to be arrested. This time the police net- 
ted a big fish from the nazi “anti-antifa” 
movement, Oliver Schweigert from Berlin. 
Three more key activists, Melanie Dittmer 
from the Junge Nationaldemokraten, Michael 


Krick of the SAF and Siegfried Borchardt, a 











Master of the lame excuse: Jonni Hansen, the Danish 
es almost completely nazi leader 
squashed. 

In Halle, eastern 


former FAP member, went the same way. 

In Hanover 50 nazis took several casualties 
in clashes with anti-fascist activists as their 
attempt to march failed. Anti-nazi actions 
also took place in Cologne, Munich and 
Goslar. 

Despite anti-fascists sustaining some 
injuries and a few arrests, it was a highly suc- 
cessful day of action against Hess’s heirs. 
Totals of those arrested were about 60 anti- 
fascists and 380 nazis. 


This report was prepared in cooperation with 
colleagues in Denmark and in the anti-fascist 
movement across Germany 





Arrested trying to march in Germany: André Zimmermann, Oliver Schweigert, Siegfried Borchardt and Melanie Dittmer 
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Last year nazis paraded through Trollhattan, Sweden, with brown 
shirts and SS bades, while in 1995 they showed their respect for 
elderly people in Roskilde during the first Hess march in Denmark 





























Nazis freed as homophobic murder trial collapses 


n 12 August, six years after the deed, 
O four neo-nazis finally faced trial for 
the brutal murder of Gordon Kuhtey 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Kuhtey was beaten to 
death and stoned, and his body thrown into 
the river, on the night of 30 June 1991. He 
was the latest victim of a series of homopho- 
bic attacks by neo-nazis on the streets of the 
city. 
Those charged were Matt McKay, a former 
member of the airborne regiment and the 
KKK, James Lisik, a founding member of the 


Winnipeg Chapter of the Northern 
Hammerskins, Robert Welsh and Gary 
Kuffner. 


The trial was set down for three weeks with 
more than 47 witnesses expected to testify. 
As the accused were closely linked with the 
local neo-nazi leadership of the time, interest- 
ing revelations were awaited. 

Three days into the trial, in a dramatic turn 
of events, the Crown stayed the murder 
charges against McKay and Lisik. Lisik was 
immediately released after spending 18 
months in custody. They are believed to have 
done a deal with the police. It is odd how 
these so-called white warriors quickly turn 
into sheep when faced with a possible long 
stay in the Big House. 

On 18 August charges were dropped 
against the other two defendants. The police 
are opening a “review” of the case. 


Mounties fear far- 
right radicals? 


According to a declassified version of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
outlook on crime in 1997, the Mounties are 
expecting increased violence from far-right 
groups. The report has caused concern among 
Canadian anti-fascists. 

Over the past five years both the Mounties 
and the CSIS secret service have infiltrated 
Aryan Nations and the neo-nazi Heritage 
Front. The CSIS mole in the Heritage Front, 


Grant Bristow, was the key organiser of a 
vicious anti-antifa campaign before his role 
as a secret service mole was exposed. The 
report’s praise for that operation makes one 
suspicious about the RCMP’s future tactics. 

The report states that there is a potential for 
violence from left-wing activists. One can 
only hope the violence will not be the result 
of a CSIS operation like the last one, which 
helped build racial tension on the streets of 
Canada. 


Killer boasts of his 
exploits 


“Tf you ask me, I did not kill enough English 
people, I would have liked to kill more.” So 
said Raymond Villeneuve, the leader of the 
Movement for the National Liberation of 
Quebec (MLNQ), in a statement reflecting on 
his days in the Front for the Liberation of 
Quebec in the 1960s. 

On 20 July the MLNQ participated in cele- 
brations marking the 30th anniversary of the 
General de Gaulle’s visit to Quebec. Rallies 
were held over two days to commemorate the 
general’s “Vive le Quebec libre” speech in 
Montreal in 1967. 

In Quebec city the old-guard nationalists 
most of whom supported Pétain’s collabora- 
tionist regime in the 1940s, assembled along- 
side Quebec government officials and 
Philippe Séguin of the French RPR to unveil 
a statue to the general. In Montreal 1,000 


nationalists gathered at a rally outside the city 
hall. The MLNQ used the occasion to show 
its muscles. While supporters chanted 
“Canadians go home”, the group’s chief thug 
assaulted a middle-aged man. 

The rally was the scene of another type of 
unveiling, as the former Grand Dragon of the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and an assort- 
ment of his followers were on hand distribut- 
ing literature for the MLNQ. The presence of 
members of the Knights for Independence 
showed that the gloves and hoods are now off 
for the MLNQ. 


New tool to combat 
hate 


Choose Dignity is the latest publication from 
the Westcoast Coalition for Human Dignity. 
The 48-page booklet offers a brief history of 
hate and resistance in Canada and an excel- 
lent overview of intolerance, from colonial- 
ism to homophobia and antisemitism. 

The booklet provides youth-oriented tools 
for responding to hate incidents. It includes 
case studies of both hate group activities and 
acts of resistance against hate in Canada over 
the years. The publication is an excellent tool 
for examining the legacy of racism in 
Canadian society and of the diverse actions 
taken to counter hate groups by communities. 
Copies can be obtained by writing to WCHD, 
Suite 103, 101-1001 W _ Broadway, 
Vancouver, BC, V6H 4E4, Canada. 


MKomeltiarecelelomigt-tare Mia mel-lgut-libvarcls 
Antifaschistisches Infoblatt 


Warmest greetings on your tenth anniversary. Our close cooperation 
is a continuing source of strength for the international anti-fascist 


movement. We look forward to the next decade. 
Salud 


From Gerry Gable, editor, Graeme Atkinson, European editor, 
and all the Searchlight team 
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Searchlight special feature 





Banker calls for takeover of Czech Republic 


err Horst Rudolf Ubelacker is the 
H Bineesint director in the Bavarian 

State Central Bank. But in his spare 
time he performs another function: as chair- 
man of the highly secretive fascist 
Witikobund. This gathering of revanchist 
Sudeten Germans exercises considerable 
clout inside the Sudetendeutschen 
Landsmannschaft (SL), the organisation that 
represents the Sudeten German population 
expelled from Czechoslovakia at the end of 
the war for the complicity of many of them in 
Nazi crimes. 

Ubelacker, despite his prestigious profes- 
sional position, makes no secret of his poli- 
tics. On the contrary, he has reached the top 
of the Witikobund precisely because he spells 
out his revanchist ideas loudly and clearly. 

An indication of the kind of nationalist hot- 
house atmosphere that Ubelacker likes to fos- 
ter can be gleaned from from events at the 
annual Sudeten German rally two years ago. 
According to the German liberal weekly Die 
Zeit: “In mid-sentence, the howls of protest 
broke out. Not just a few hoots but angry 
bawling by tens of thousands. They stood 
there banging their fists against the air and 
screaming for several minutes until their 
lungs almost burst. Some very old people, 
their heads scarlet from from the angry flow 
of blood, roared ‘Hang her! Put her up 
against the wall!’” 

This was the welcome extended by the 
revanchist fanatics to Antje Vollmer, vice- 
president of the German parliament, where 
she sits as a member of the Greens. This year 
the main guest was the Bavarian Prime 
Minister Edmund Stoiber, from the Christian 
Social Union (CSU), a patron of the SL. He 
got a more polite reception. Despite a few 
whistles and mutterings of disapproval, no 
demands for his immediate lynching were 
heard. 

Stoiber tried to justify last year’s treaty 
between Germany and the Czech Republic, 
which normalised relations between the two 
countries and removed the right of Sudeten 
Germans to claim compensation for their 
expulsion. He earned a bit of cheap applause 
from what Ubelacker scornfully calls “CSU 
fans imported to the rally as a precautionary 
measure”. 

The Greens have little support in the SL. 
Even the CSU, in which the Sudeten 
Germans have so long been among the most 
powerful — and sinister — lobbyists, is increas- 
ingly losing favour. It would have been 
unthinkable ten years ago that these same lob- 
byists would consider a break from the CSU 
and the establishment of a new party to its 
right, but events are now moving in that 
direction. At the steering wheel is Herr 
Ubelacker, who wants a much harder line 
towards the Czech Republic than the CSU is 
apparently able to offer. 

Ubelacker argues that the response to the 
joint German-Czech Declaration of last sum- 
mer must be the establishment of “an east 
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German and/or Sudeten German government- 
in-exile”. This is exactly the proposal made in 
the latest edition of Ubelacker’s paper, 
Witikobrief, by the infamous nazi doctor 
Rigolf Hennig, a top official of the fascist 
Deutsche Liga Fiir Volk und Heimat. 

Hennig, who has appropriately enough 
recently nailed his colours to the mast of the 
Witikobund, at the invitation of the latter, 
labels himself “President of the government- 
in-exile of the Free State of Prussia”. He 
writes that his model of a Prussian Free State 


“We must today do our best to 
grasp how it came, once more, 
to a total renunciation of east 
German territories and of the 
Sudetenland in order to be able 
to turn back this malicious 
corrosion and decline of the 
right of self-determination for 
the German people” 


will open the way for prising Kaliningrad out 
of Russian hands. 

Ubelacker’s thinking follows the same 
path: a government-in-exile to wrest the 
Sudetenland from the Czech Republic, but 
with one difference. The Bavarian banker is 
much more ambitious in his territorial 
demands. “The return of the Sudeten German 
homeland to the indigenous Sudeten German 
people! The demand for a homeland is not 
merely an individual matter. It is more. The 
homeland is where German is spoken, where 
one’s neighbour is German, where the official 
language is German, where the infrastructures 
are German and where the cultivation of the 
environment conforms to German ideas and 
needs.” 

These demands by Ubelacker are taken 
straight from the infamous  eight-point 
programme formulated by the Sudeten 
Nazi leader Konrad Henlein in 1938, 
shortly before Hitler grabbed Czechoslovakia. 
They are becoming more popular in 


German conservative and right-wing circles. 

In a book edited by the conservative 
Christian Democrat MP Heinrich Lummer, 
Rolf-Josef Eibicht, another Witikobund terri- 
torial expert, sounds off: ““We must today do 
our best to grasp how it came, once more, to a 
total renunciation of east German territories 
and of the Sudetenland in order to be able to 
turn back this malicious corrosion and decline 
of the right of self-determination for the 
German people”. Eibicht continues: “To turn 
this process back, the world should believe 
that we are determined in our aims ... we 
have to teach the world that freedom is a pre- 
condition of peace ... we shall speak from 
such a position of strength that we cannot be 
ignored ... Do not declare Germany dead 
until you have seen its corpse and even then 
you might not be right.” 

It is worth some thought that none other 
than Paul Latussek, the vice-president of the 
Bund der Vertriebenen (BdV: League of 
Expellees), an organisation with more than 
two million members, has promoted this book 
in Witikobrief and recommends it to “all 
Germans oriented to justice and freedom”. 

Latussek sits on a committee of the German 
Interior Ministry that deals with the affairs of 
those expelled from former German territo- 
ries at the end of the Second World War. His 
counsel is frequently sought by government 
officials. From time to time he also sits at and 
addresses meetings organised by open fas- 
cists, for example the Gesellschaft fiir freie 
Publizistik. 

These activities appear to form part of a 
concerted effort to break free from the BdV’s 
political guardians in the CDU and CSU and 
to launch in the long term a new party far to 
the right of both. The political atmosphere is 
growing ever more favourable to such a 
move. Latussek and his allies see Helmut 
Kohl as a squeezed lemon. 

However, their breakaway strategy is not 
without risks. The masses who belong to the 
BdV may not yet be ready for an historic rup- 
ture with the CDU and CSU and a split could 
mean that the hard-core vélkisch elements are 
left without the benefit of the massive finan- 
cial support, amounting to tens of millions of 
marks, that they currently receive — notwith- 
standing their ultra-rightist politics — from the 
German state. 


German police not interested in killer’s nazi links 


he lawyer representing the victim of a 
nazi terrorist has protested about the 
failure of the Berlin police to investi- 
gate the case properly. Kay Diesner, whose 
trial opened in Liibeck on 8 August, has 
admitted shooting Klaus Baltruschat, a Berlin 
bookshop owner. But Baltruschat’s lawyer, 
Ulrich Dost, says that “the police have not in 
any way wanted to establish whether or not 
right-wing extremist groups stood behind the 
gun attack”. 

Diesner, a 25-year-old precision mechanic, 
has also admitted killing Stefan Grage, a 
police officer, but has denied murder. He 
claims he acted in self-defence and said at the 


The police took him for questioning to 
Liibeck youth prison, where he said that the 
attack on Baltruschat was a reprisal for the 
involvement of the PDS in breaking up a 
demonstration by the nazi Junge 
Nationaldemokraten (JN) in the Berlin suburb 
of Hellersdorf two days earlier. He claimed 
that he had only opened fire on the traffic 
police in self-defence, that he was a lone per- 
petrator and, curiously, that he had acted “on 
behalf of of the gods Odin and Thor”. 

However, when Diesner’s background is 
examined a different picture begins to emerge 
from that of a crazed, isolated purveyor of 
death. His nazi career started in 1990 when he 





start of his trial that the “racist-imperi- 
alist state” had declared war against 
him. He is also charged with the 
attempted murder of three other police 
officers. 

The trial is expected to last until 
October. If found guilty of Germany’s 
first killing of a police officer by a neo- 
nazi, Diesner could get a life sentence. 

The police have treated the young 
skinhead as a lone culprit and have not 
made any real effort to probe his 
lengthy background in Berlin nazi cir- 
cles. Even the chief prosecutor, Giinter 
Moller, has grudgingly acknowledged 
this fact, declaring that while Diesner’s 
fascist links were well known, the 
prosecution “can only rely on what it 
has got from the police and that is not 
really much”. 

Yet from anti-fascist sources it is 
easy to reconstruct the chain of events 
and the political background to the 
shooting spree that left two men badly 
wounded and a police officer dead. If 
the Berlin police are not capable of 
unravelling these events, let 
Searchlight help them. 

On 19 February Diesner, a self-pro- 
claimed “freedom fighter for the White Aryan 
Resistance”, marched into the tiny bookshop 
owned by Mr Baltruschat, a member of the 
left-wing Party of Democratic Socialism 
(PDS), and without warning fired three shots 
at the bookseller from his semi-automatic 
pump-action rifle. The shots pulverised the 
lower part of Baltruschat’s left arm and left 
him with a grazed chest. 

After this assault, which took place within 
100 metres of his home, Diesner set off by car 
towards Hamburg and the north German state 
of Schleswig-Holstein, equipped with his 
rifle, a bullet-proof vest and 100 rounds of 
ammunition and accompanied by his pit-bull 
terrier, Willi. 

For four days, he roamed the region in his 
Mazda until a police traffic patrol stopped 
him at a motorway service station near 
Lauenberg. The two officers had made a radio 
check on Diesner’s number plate, which had 
come up as stolen. 

Asked to prove his identity, Diesner 
responded with a hail of gunfire, shooting the 
officers in the head and stomach, before flee- 
ing. During a 20-minute car chase he fired a 
further 24 shots at pursuing police. When he 
finally surrendered he announced himself to 
be “a prisoner of war”. 





The self-confessed killer Kay Diesner: lone 
perpetrator or proponent of leaderless resistance? 





became active with the nazi National 
Alternative (NA) alongside the leading Berlin 
nazi Arnulf-Winfried Priem. He also worked 
with Ingo Hasselbach, who has since defected 
from the fascist movement to make a lucra- 
tive career for himself as an “ex-nazi” talk 
show guest. 

For the next two years Diesner engaged in 
intensive ideological and paramilitary train- 
ing, taking part in exercises on the Baltic 
island of Riigen and in forests south of Berlin. 
Training with him were some of the most vio- 
lent elements on the Berlin nazi landscape. 
One was Oliver Werner, at the time propagan- 
da chief for the NA and later a leading Anti- 
Antifa activist at whose home police found 
bomb-making instructions, equipment and 
materials. Also present were Marcus 
Bischoff, 35, now serving a prison sentence, 
and Diesner’s close friend Andreas Tews. A 
more recent associate of Diesner is the 
increasingly powerful and influential Berlin 
nazi Andreas Storr, a leading wire-puller in 
the JN, who made the application to stage the 
Hellersdorf march. 

Diesner, Werner, Bischoff, Tews and 22 
other nazis were arrested at the home of 
Arnulf-Winfried Priem on 13 August 1994 
during an anti-fascist protest. Werner had 


fired at journalists with a catapult and Diesner 
was found armed with a baseball bat and a 
flick-knife. 

The arrests at Priem’s flat signified very 
clearly that despite ideological and tactical 
differences Berlin’s leading nazis were organ- 
ising together and had begun to opt for the 
strategy of “leaderless resistance”. 

This concept was devised in the USA by 
Louis Beam, the former Ku Klux Klan leader 
and Aryan Nations theorist, and was first 
exported to Europe in 1992. According to 
the “leaderless resistance” strategy “all 
groups operate independently from one 
another and never seek advice from head- 
quarters or from local leaders 
Nobody has to give any orders ... and 
this leads to very small or even single- 
person cells,” Beam wrote. 

Beam’s ideas were taken up across 
Europe, not only by the relatively 
numerous German nazis, but also by 
the British nazi terror group Combat 
18 and the Swedish VAM (White 
Aryan Resistance) terror gang. 

The German nazis combined “lead- 
erless resistance” with a _ similar 
doctrine developed by the Nazis 
towards the end of Hitler’s Third 
Reich. This special German variant 
was outlined in the nazi manual Eine 
Bewegung in Waffen (A Movement in 
Arms), distributed by Gerhardt 
Lauck’s NSDAP-AO and circulated by 
Diesner’s comrade-in-arms Bischoff. 

The manual takes up the concept of 
Josef Goebbels’s “Werewolf” 
resistance organisation and applies 
it to today’s conditions. “In taking 
the offensive, the ultimate goal of an 
attack is to kill people. For the 
Werewolf, assassination is the only 
opportunity of delivering justice,” say 
the instructions to Germany’s “national 
warriors”. 

In a recent interview with the liberal 
Frankfurter Rundschau, the former senior 
police officer Bernd Wagner described 
Diesner as “a Werewolf prototype” and 
warned that the number of nazis both in 
Berlin and in Germany as whole who have 
availed themselves of paramilitary training is 
“continually rising”. Diesner, he said, “is no 
exception”. 

In other words, Berlin and Germany are sit- 
ting on a time-bomb. So far, this does not 
appear unduly to worry Berlin’s Interior 
Minister General Jorg Sch6énbohm, who per- 
mitted the nazi demonstration in Hellersdorf 
and told opponents from the Greens, PDS, 
trade unions and anti-fascist movement: “We 
need no anti-fascist camp in Berlin”. 

The official investigation into Diesner’s 
crimes has been a pitiful affair with every 
piece of evidence of his extensive nazi con- 
nections being either ignored or smothered by 
General Schénbohm’s minions, while at the 
same time Diesner has been officially adopted 
and is being looked after by the nazi prison- 
ers’ aid group, the HNG, Germany’s biggest 
single organised nazi umbrella grouping. 





From a special correspondent 
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KILLERS OF THE BLACK ORDER 


othenburg, Sweden’s second largest 
G city, has a consistent reputation for 

harbouring the country’s most violent 
nazi fanatics. For the third time in recent 
years, members of a small circle of 
Gothenburg nazis have been convicted of 
murdering homosexuals. 

This is only one example of brutal violence 
committed by Gothenburg nazis. Two years 
ago, four nazi skinheads showed no mercy as 
they viciously tortured 14-year-old John Hron 
to death north of Gothenburg. One of the four 
has since added to his criminal record with 
an unprovoked stabbing of a youngster in 
southern Sweden. 

Although Gothenburg’s nazis have carried 
out many attacks on immigrants, left-wing 
book shops and anarchist activists, they seem 
to have singled out homosexuals as a special 
target of their vile hatred. Although gays in 
many Swedish towns have on occasions 
suffered at the hands of nazis, no other city 
can match the number or ferocity of the 
attacks in Gothenburg. 

Members of Sweden’s west coast gay com- 
munity have been targeted for almost 20 
years, with attacks ranging from low level 
street harassment to violent assaults. Time 
and again skinheads and nazis have picketed 
gay clubs. Sources in the gay community 
have even reported cases where fascists have 
kidnapped gays — or anybody they vaguely 
suspected of being gay — driven their victims 
to isolated spots and handed out vicious 
beatings. 

Much of the anti-gay hatred was fostered 
by the Gothenburg branch of the notoriously 
violent Nordic Reich Party (NRP) in the early 
1980s. The leaders of the NRP, especially its 
deputy leader Vera Oredsson, wife of party 
leader Goran Assar Oredsson, have made no 
secret of their hatred of homosexuals. 
Following a particularly brutal murder in 
1990, Vera Oredsson went on record stating 
that “homosexuals are not humans and have 
no right to live”, and that the murder of 
homosexuals should be viewed as “house- 
cleaning”. 

Anti-gay sentiments were the focus of 
internal party education in the early 1980s in 
the NRP Gothenburg branch, particularly in 
the so-called Reichparty Action Group 
(RAG), the party’s strong-arm squad, led by 
Staffan Winlof. The training paid off. In 1985 
two NRP activists, Seppo Seluska and James 
Hilmersson, robbed, tortured and murdered a 
58-year-old homosexual in his apartment. 
They then burnt the flat to destroy the 
evidence. Thanks to Sweden’s liberal justice 
system, Hilmersson received a four-year 
sentence as an accessory, while Seluska was 
confined to a psychiatric ward. Seluska hit 
the streets again after only a few years and 
continued his violent career by attempting to 
murder an Arab immigrant in 1992. 

The NRP has since more or less ceased to 
exist. Its hard-core members went on to form 
the west coast branch of the now defunct 
terrorist organisation White Aryan Resistance 
(VAM), the Gothenburg NS and other groups. 
One of the most feared thugs in the original 
NRP group was a friend of Seluska. Goran 
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The nazi band Kraftschlag playing in 
Gothenburg, complete with swastikas 
and salutes. Many of the lyrics sung 
by nazi bands are designed to stir up 
hatred against the gay community. 


Gullvang first came to attention in 1985 
when, at the age of 18, he was one of nine 
NRP nazis who were run out of the town of 
Vaxj6 by a massive anti-fascist rally. 
Gullvang, whose grandfather was reportedly 
a Second World War concentration camp 
guard in Norway, was sentenced for violent 
offences carried out by the NRP cell in 
1985. Following his convictions and the 
break-up of the NRP/RAG, Gullvang was 
attracted to occultism and satanism, and 
began creating his own home-grown brand of 
lunatic nazism. 

By 1990 Gullvang had teamed up with 19- 
year-old Daniel Karlsson, a nazi skinhead and 
occultist. At the beginning of that year the 
two violent louts were convicted for vandalis- 
ing a church, and both took an active part in 
the gay bashing which was so fashionable in 
nazi circles. 

In August 1990 they stumbled across a 36- 
year-old homosexual on his way to a gay 
club. Chasing their victim through the streets, 
they caught up with him at a car park where 
they stabbed him 60 times with a bayonet. 
Again Gullvang and Karlsson received amaz- 
ingly light sentences; three and a half and 
four years respectively. 

Hitting the streets again in 1994, Gullvang 
and Karlsson were hailed as “heroes” of the 
Aryan struggle. However, they were so 
obviously weird that no group was really 
desperate to recruit them. Instead they opened 
up their own political shop under the title 
Black Order, mixing traditional nazism, anti- 
semitic conspiracy theories and plain lunacy. 
Although the Black Order has merely a hand- 
ful of followers, it has gained respect among 
Gothenburg nazis. 

Earlier this year, Karlsson was arrested for 
a previously unsolved murder that took place 
in 1995, shortly after he had been released 
from his previous murder sentence. His arrest 
came after a 19-year-old Black Order hanger- 
on confessed to being present during the 
murder. 


The confession by “Tommy” shook the 
Gothenburg legal establishment when his true 
identity was revealed. His father was one of 
the most senior police chiefs in the 
Gothenburg district. 

According to Tommy, he was attracted to 
“mysticism and occultism”, and teamed up 
with Karlsson shortly after Karlsson’s release 
from prison. When in 1995 Karlsson took up 
his old habits of lurking around gay clubs and 
harassing homosexuals, Tommy was his 
frequent companion. 

In June 1995 Karlsson assaulted Per 
Skoglund, a 60-year-old man who was 
passing near a gay club and whom Karlsson 
mistakenly assumed was gay. According to 
Tommy’s confession, Karlsson flushed tear- 
gas into his victim’s eyes, beat him to the 
ground and spent several minutes kicking his 
head in. “I tried to stop him, but he just 
pushed me away,” Tommy told the court. 

During the trial, Karlsson admitted he had 
been present at the scene of the murder, but 
pleaded his innocence and claimed that 
Tommy had committed the murder. Karlsson 
alleged that it was Tommy who gave him the 
teargas can, but that it was faulty. He said 
that he himself was blinded for up to 15 
minutes as he tried to use it and was therefore 
unable to carry out the assault. Questioned by 
the police, Karlsson said he could “only hear 
the sounds” as Tommy was “kicking and 
jumping on the head” of the unfortunate Mr 
Skoglund. 

With no forensic evidence the court had to 
decide whether to believe a fanatically 
convinced nazi killer with previous 
convictions or the son of a high-ranking 
police chief who claimed he had “lived in 
pure terror’ of Karlsson for the past two 
years. The court found Tommy’s story 
believable, not least because of Karlsson’s 
attempt to assault his erstwhile friend in the 
courtroom. Four police officers had a hard 
time restraining him. 

Although the prosecutor called for 
Tommy’s conviction for participating in the 
murder of Mr Skoglund, he was acquitted. He 
and Karlsson’s 24-year-old girlfriend only 
received minor sentences for aiding and abet- 
ting Karlsson after the murder. As Searchlight 
goes to press Karlsson has not yet been sen- 
tenced, but the court has ordered a full-scale 
psychiatric evaluation. It is generally believed 
that he will confined to secure accommoda- 
tion for a few years, which no doubt will do 
him a lot of good. 

The court arrived at its verdict in the 
absence of forensic evidence. However, in a 
curious twist to the story, a Gothenburg 
journalist has discovered that there was 
indeed forensic evidence. The teargas can, 
which Karlsson claims was faulty, was seized 
by the police. However, this crucial piece of 
evidence, which might have supported 
Karlsson’s claim, mysteriously vanished from 
the Gothenburg police station. 

Both the prosecutor and Karlsson’s defence 
lawyer agree that the case of the vanishing 
evidence is a scandal of the darkest order. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


ITALY 


Simulated hanging at 
the Ardeatine caves 


Fascists have staged a simulated hanging near 
the Ardeatine caves, scene of a wartime Nazi 
massacre of Italian civilians. A group calling 
itself the “Alessandro Pavolini revolutionary 
action wing”, after a former fascist leader, 
claimed responsibility for two puppets found 
hanging from a tree near the caves on 12 
August. 

The puppets bore the names of two Italian 
resistance fighters, still alive, who were 
behind a bomb attack in 1944 in which 33 
German soldiers were killed. In reprisal the 
SS killed 335 civilians at the caves, south of 
Rome. 

One of the SS officers who took part in the 
massacre was Erich Priebke. In July Priebke 
was finally sentenced to 15 years in prison for 
his role in the crime, although the military tri- 
bunal said he should only serve five years 
because of his age. His fellow SS officer, 
Karl Hass, got a 10-year suspended sentence 
for his part in the killings. 


GERMANY 


Racist arsonists were 
soldiers 


The German Defence Ministry is seeking leg- 
islation to enable it to keep neo-nazis out of 
the army. The call follows the arrest of two 
soldiers in August for an anti-foreigner arson 
attack in Dresden. 

The soldiers, identified only as Rico P, 18, 
and Andrew G, 20, were discharged from the 
army. They had set fire on a dormitory hous- 
ing Italian construction workers. The building 
was empty at the time. 

The army had not known that the two had 
criminal records, one for causing bodily harm 
and displaying neo-nazi symbols, the other 


Report documents 
racist violence 


Arabs are still the main target of racist 
violence in France especially in the Paris and 
Marseille regions, according to the latest 
annual report of the National Consultative 
Commission of the League for the Rights of 
Man. Figures show that racist violence in 
metropolitan France decreased over the year 
1996 with only nine violent racist incidents 
registered compared to 23 in 1995. 

The report is largely based on official fig- 
ures, which grossly underestimate the real 
level of racist incidents. Nevertheless its anal- 
ysis of trends is of interest. 

The report documents only four cases of 
racist attacks involving injuries compared to 
nine incidents involving injuries and seven 
deaths in 1995. Even racist threats would 
appear to have diminished according to the 
latest figures, with 284 reported in 1996 com- 
pared with 572 in 1995. 


for robbery and forgery. The Defence 
Minister, Volker Riihe, wants strict privacy 
laws to be waived to enable the army “to 
identify known, active neo-nazis and violent 
rightist thugs and prevent serious harm” to 
the army, he told the mass-circulation daily 
Bild. Existing army checks of police records 
do not list juvenile convictions or prison sen- 
tences of less than two years. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman, Hans- 
Dieter Wichter, said: “If such people are 
known to the authorities and then they come 
to the Bundeswehr, where they are trained in 
the use of weapons, we have to have means to 
take action”. 

The arson was the second racist incident 

involving soldiers in less than six months. On 
17 March, a group of 10 soldiers armed with 
knives and baseball bats beat up two Turks 
and an Italian in Detmold. All were dis- 
charged from the army. 
@ A nazi has been arrested after police found 
an arsenal of bombs and weapons in his flat. 
Police seized nine home-made bombs, several 
time-delay fuses, a pistol, ammunition, 1 kg 
of gunpowder and 50 kg of military flares as 
well as drugs and nazi propaganda. 

The 24-year-old suspect, whose name was 
not released, has a conviction for planting a 
pipe bomb at the railway station in Halle, 
eastern Germany, in 1992. The bomb explod- 
ed causing damage but no injuries. 


NORWAY 


Racists rampage in 
election run-up 


After a relatively quiet summer, Norwegian 
racists have gone on the rampage again. In 
two of the latest reported incidents, however, 
they have fallen into the hands of the police. 
In the southern town of Skien a 48-year-old 
fascist was arrested and held in preventive 
custody, charged with armed _ robbery. 
Among items that the police seized 
from him were ski-masks which, his lawyer 


racist activity — mainly directed at Arab and 
Portuguese people. The island registered 21 
racist incidents with two people injured. 

A novel aspect of the violence against 
Arabs was the number of attacks involving 
the use of pit bull terriers but several inci- 
dents involved their human counterparts, 
boneheads. In one attack on the night of 16 
March 1996, a dozen boneheads launched an 
assault on a group of young people, badly 
wounding three of them. The attackers 
belonged to a nazi group in Alsace called 
Elsass Korps. One also belonged to the nazi 
splinter organisation, the Parti Nationaliste 
Frangais et Européen (PNFE). 

Members of this violent nazi outfit were 
also involved in the shooting of a black per- 
son with plastic bullets in Tours in September 
1996. Later arrested and convicted, they were 
jailed for a year. The PNFE appears to have 
begun a partial resurgence in the Paris region 
and in central France, where they have 
distributed hate material calling for the 
“repatriation of all non-Europeans”. 


said, were “for use in his political work”. 

In Asker, just outside Oslo, four young 
nazis including a girl have been arrested after 
trying to set fire to the local offices of the 
anti-racist SOS Racism organisation. Luckily, 
nobody was injured in the arson attack and 
damage to property was minimal. One of the 
men has been further charged with illegal 
possession of army weapons. 

This latest burst of racist activity is partly a 
result of incitement by racist propaganda dis- 
tributed by the two fascist parties, the White 
Electoral Alliance and the Fatherland Party, 
which are fielding candidates in Norway’s 
forthcoming general election. 

Both parties suffered a blow when protest 
action by the Anti-Racist Centre in Oslo 
stopped a racist pre-election broadcast sched- 
uled to go out on Norway’s state television 
station, NRK. 

The promotion was to feature the infamous 
racist lawyer and apartheid supporter Erik 
Gjems-Onstad, saying: “During the war, I 
fought the Germans. Now I fight the immi- 
grants and will vote for the party with the 
most restrictive immigration policy.” Gjems- 
Onstad claims his statement is aimed at 
encouraging young people to vote. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 








Young Norwegian nazis, ashamed to 
show their faces 


eee ene Only in Corsica was there an increase in Also significant, according to the report, 


was the fact that three teachers were disci- 
plined for racist outbursts. One was the head 
of a primary school in southern France and an 
elected Front National councillor in Béziers. 
The report suggests that there has also been 
a reduction in antisemitic activity, with only 
one incident — a Molotov cocktail attack on 
the Argenteuil synagogue in February 1996 — 
compared to three in 1995 and 24 in 1991. 
The report also mentions an attempted attack, 
using a sophisticated letter-bomb, on the edi- 
tor of Tribune Juive (Jewish Tribune). 
However, threats against the Jewish com- 
munity, however, showed no signs of decreas- 
ing. In fact, 89 threats were recorded, com- 
pared with 86 in 1995. The nazi student 
organisation Groupe Union Defense, which 
has some overlapping membership with the 
FN’s student organisation, ran a campaign 
with posters in support of the Palestinian ter- 
rorist Hamas organisation. Synagogues were 
targeted for threats on five occasions and 
Jewish cemeteries on four. 
From our colleagues at Reflex 
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Six flags over Texas 


Hollywood Western. The bad guys were 

pinned down by the Texas Rangers in 
their hideout for two weeks, but finally the 
top bandit surrenders. But not before two of 
his followers escape into the mountains and 
deserts. The Rangers chase the two, killing 
one in a gun battle, but the other eludes heli- 
copters, dogs and packhorses chasing him. 
The Rangers give up the hunt and declare the 
one remaining escapee probably dead — killed 
by mountain lions, snakes or the searing ter- 
rain. Two months later, however, news of the 
. escapee resurfaces: he is alive and well, it is 
claimed, supposedly living in an armed camp 
waiting for another chance to shoot it out 
with the Feds. 

So it is with Richard Keyes and the 
Republic of Texas. It is not a Hollywood film. 
In July an arrest warrant was issued for 
Keyes, but the FBI has no idea where he is. 

Despite the grand imaginings of its name, 
the Republic of Texas is a loosely-knit 
organisation. First formed in 1995, its aim is 
ostensibly to promote a sovereign Texas 
nation completely independent of the federal 
government in Washington DC. With only a 
couple of hundred followers, they were much 
like the Freeman, who declared their armed 
encampment in the state of Montana outside 
the jurisdiction of federal and state authori- 
ties. Republic of Texas members argued that 
Texas has been subject to unconstitutional 
military occupation ever since the end of the 
Civil War. In effect, they said, Texas 
remained a sovereign nation. 

In fact, six flags have flown over Texas. 
Spanish colonialists controlled the territory 
for 300 years and for a brief period the 
French established a beachhead as well. 
When Mexico gained its independence from 
Spain in 1821, Texas became a Mexican state. 
But white settlers from Tennessee and other 
Southerners soon poured into the region, 
many with slaves, looking for new undepleted 
land on which to grow cotton. The settlers 
soon revolted against Mexican rule and won 
independence in 1836, establishing the 
Republic of Texas. The United States 
annexed Texas in 1845 and went to war with 
Mexico to enforce boundaries defined by the 
Anglo-Saxons. Sixteen years later Texas 
joined the Confederacy. After the Civil War, 
Texas, along with other southern states, re- 
entered the Union. 

Although members of the Republic of 
Texas claim Texas’s antebellum sovereignty, 
they do not want a return to chattel slavery. 
Like other Christian patriots, however, they 
mix a race-based theory of the American con- 


[ could have been a film scene in a 
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stitution, antisemitic conspiracy theories and 
ultra-nationalism into one heady brew. Their 
independence movement is also touched with 
a bit of lunacy and a broad streak of old-fash- 
ioned larceny. 

Soon after their organisational formation, 
Republic of Texas members elected them- 
selves to “governmental” posts, such as 
President, Secretary of Defence, ambassador 
and Supreme Court judges. Everything was 
announced on their Internet Web site and in 
June 1996 they sent notice to the United 
Nations of their ostensibly sovereign status. 

They convened two “common law” courts 
(supposedly based on Christian and Anglo- 
Saxon legal traditions, but without any 
authority) and issued “indictments” against 
judges and state and local officials. They also 
filed cartons of documents (known as liens) 
in county courts, claiming legal rights to 


Their Web site also contained 
instructions to look for anyone 
speaking Hebrew or with 
British accents — watch out for 
Mossad and MI6 agents 


other people’s land and assets. Some were 
aimed at government officials they opposed 
politically, but others were filed against their 
neighbours in bald attempts to steal their 
property. All these liens were illegal and the 
Texas Attorney General filed a civil lawsuit 
against the Republic of Texas in June 1996 to 
end what was called “paper terrorism”. 

They also printed millions of dollars worth 
of phony commercial bank drafts which they 
used like money. Bank officials intercepted 
much of the funny-money, but one print shop 
owner accepted a bogus cheque for $4,500 
(£2,850) as payment for printing 5,000 of the 
organisation’s “passports”. 

In December 1996, arrest warrants were 
issued against Republic of Texas ambassador 
Richard McLaren for the various funny- 
money and phony court schemes. McLaren is 
not even a native Texan, but moved to the 
state from Missouri. A three-way split in the 
Republic of Texas’s ranks soon followed. One 
faction deposed McLaren last March. A sec- 
ond faction composed of a dozen of 
McLaren’s closest followers went to his home 
in the Davis Mountains of southwest Texas 
and told the police they were armed and 


would not be taken alive. McLaren asked 
militia units to come to Texas and prevent 
law enforcement authorities from arresting 
him. Among the few that did respond was 
Richard Keyes, from St Mary’s, Kansas, and 
Mike Matson, from California. Another 
armed seven-man unit was stopped by police 
before they got to McLaren’s home. 

A third Republic of Texas faction, although 
opposed to McLaren, set itself up to monitor 
government agents: “Get spies into federal 
offices now,” their Web site directed follow- 
ers. “You must get these names now ... Start 
tracking the operations of the US Attorneys 
right now Photograph everybody and 
demand identification.” There were also 
instructions to look for anyone speaking 
Hebrew or with British accents. (Watch out 
for Mossad and MI6 agents.) 

The authorities left McLaren at his home, 
which had turned into a defensible armed 
mountain encampment, and did nothing until 
two Republic of Texas members left the prop- 
erty. They were promptly arrested. In retalia- 
tion, McLaren sent a small team armed with 
automatic rifles to kidnap a couple of elderly 
neighbours for hostages, wounding one in the 
process. That sparked an intense two-week 
armed stand-off. McLaren and most of the 
others finally surrendered on 3 May. 

Only Matson and Keyes packed off into the 
mountains rather than surrender. Matson, a 
middle-aged man, had joined McLaren’s band 
only three months earlier and was not wanted 
on any criminal charges. But he was wanted 
by California for breaking probation by leav- 
ing the state and did not want to go to jail. On 
5 May he died in the mountains in a one- 
sided gun battle. 

The authorities were certain that Keyes also 
died from exposure in the mountains. But 
now they think the 21-year-old may have sur- 
vived. One message apparently sent by Keyes 
claims he was rescued by New Mexico militi- 
amen, secreted through a network of safe- 
houses and taken out of the country. Keyes 
was not known in his home town as a sur- 
vivalist or militiaman, and in fact was not 
considered completely competent. Keyes did 
graduate, however, from St Mary’s Academy, 
which dominates the political terrain of 
Pottawatomie County. The county covers 828 
square miles of central Kansas, but the popu- 
lation is only 15,000 and almost 99 per cent 
white. St. Mary’s Academy is run by the 
Society of St Pius X, a breakaway ultra-right 
Catholic sect which follows the teachings of 
the late French Bishop Marcel LeFebrve. 
Pottawatomie County is a militia hotbed and 
the local sheriff counts over 100 residents as 
so-called Christian patriots — a large number 
for a small population. 

It is still not known whether Keyes actually 
escaped or relied on Kansas-based militia 
groups, but another Kansas _ militiaman, 
Bradley Glover, was arrested on 4 July and 
charged in a plot to attack Ft Hood Texas, a 
US Army facility. Glover, 57 years old, once 
styled himself as the brigadier general of the 
7th Division US Constitutional Méilitia. 
Glover was arrested with explosives, pipe 
bombs, a silencer, five pistols, two rifles and 
1,600 rounds of ammunition. Six others were 
implicated in the plot. 


By Searchlight’s USA Correspondent 


The evil 
lives on 


n February 1990 Searchlight’s European 
I editor Graeme Atkinson and I watched in 

amazement as a so-called pro-democracy 
demonstration in Leipzig, east Germany, 
turned into a rally for German ultra-national- 
ism. During the prior months, bands of dissi- 
dents had marched through Leipzig demand- 
ing freedom and hundreds of thousands of 
other East Germans had gone west. As we 
stood in the streets of Leipzig that night, the 
Berlin Wall had fallen but unification had not 
yet occurred. Nevertheless, as 30,000 
Germans poured into Marx and Engels 
Square around the Opera House and _ the 
speeches began, it was evident that nationalist 
sentiment was already exceeding limits sup- 
posedly imposed by Germany’s membership 
of the European Community. 

The original band of New Forum East 
German dissidents stood in a small clump on 
the sidelines holding poor-quality typewritten 
leaflets, while Christian Democratic Union 
and Social Democratic Party vans delivered 
bundles of multi-coloured glossy pamphlets 
extolling “Ein Volk” — One People and one 
Germany. Gangs of skinheads harassed for- 
eign reporters and chanted racist slogans from 
the roof of the Opera House. The 
Republikaner Party (still technically outlawed 
in the East) distributed tracts attacking immi- 
grants and calling for the restoration of 
Germany’s 1938 borders. The crowd eagerly 
grabbed pamphlets which claimed the 
Holocaust had not happened. The neo-nazi 
revival in Germany was in full bloom. 

In The Beast Reawakens Martin Lee draws 
a sometimes straight, sometimes zig-zag line 
from Hitler’s old Nazis to the new. In the first 
half of his book, Lee uses declassified CIA, 
American military and state department docu- 
ments, interviews with surviving Nazi veter- 
ans and their political descendants and a 
wealth of secondary source material to show 
how parts of the Nazi apparatus survived 
wartime defeat. Particularly noteworthy are 
his exclusive interviews with Leon Degrelle, 
Otto Ernst Remer and Otto Skorzeny’s widow 
Ilse. Degrelle and Skorzeny ended their days 
in exile in Spain, where Remer too is in exile 
wanted by the German courts. 

Judging from the footnotes, Lee relied 
heavily on Searchlight’s frontline reporting 
and that of German anti-fascists to construct a 
tale of revived nazism and German ultra- 
nationalism in the book’s second half. For 
good measure he included a summary of 
Russian national socialism and the American 
militia movement. 

After the war, as Swiss banks hoarded the 
financial assets of Holocaust victims, the CIA 
and KGB secretly harboured the personnel 
assets of the Nazi military and intelligence 
agencies. Chief among these was General 
Reinhard Gehlen, head of Hitler’s Foreign 
Armies East and military intelligence in 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. 
Afterwards, as the Cold War split Europe into 
opposing camps, American officials recruited 

















Revered by nazis today: Otto Remer 


Gehlen, who then built an anti-Soviet spy 
apparatus using unreconstructed Nazis and 
East European fascists. Some of this is old 
ground, but Lee must cover it in order to 
explain his main contention: that the surviv- 
ing network of Hitler-era Nazis became the 
seedbed for the contemporary crop. 

Here Lee relies heavily on the biography of 
Remer, head of the praetorian guard during 
the failed Generals’ plot to assassinate Hitler 
in 1944. After the war Remer went to prison 
for organising the Socialist Reich Party in 
West Germany and then began a long period 
of flitting between neo-nazi venues, the 
Soviet Bloc and anti-Israel Arab states. 
Remer is certainly revered by Hitler worship- 
pers and may, in fact, have acted as mentor to 
the current generation. But Lee does more 
than argue that Remer was personally influen- 
tial, he asserts that the Cold War allowed sur- 
viving Nazis to pursue a “seesaw” strategy of 
political independence. 

This strategy, much like Hitler’s before it, 
attempted to play the Soviet Bloc against the 
Western allies. This was as true for the sparse 
crop of American Aryanists in the 1950s, 
such as attorney Francis Parker Yockey, as it 
was for Remer, Skorzeny and Degrelle. By 
feinting East before heading West, the seesaw 
may have worked to win early release of 
some war criminals. In the end, however, the 
strategy failed to develop a non-aligned status 
for Germany and Europe. As author Chris 
Simpson demonstrated in Blowback and The 
Splendid Blond Beast, Nazi veterans did have 
an impact on both the formulation and imple- 
mentation of American foreign policy during 
the Cold War. But Gehlen, Barbie and even 
Degrelle and Skorzeny survived first and 
foremost as catspaws of the West. 

Despite the seesaw strategy, neither 
German ultra-nationalism nor neo-nazism 
manifested a mass autonomous character dur- 
ing the Cold War. Rather than fostering ideo- 
logical independence, the bipolar division of 
world geopolitics prevented it. Thus, it was 
the Cold War’s end, not its beginning, which 
brought ultra-nationalism off the margins and 
into the centre of European politics. In 
Germany a sector of CDU voters and small 
bands of Kuhnenites turned into large elec- 
toral blocs and epidemic street violence. The 
same is true in the former Soviet Bloc and the 
USA, where Pat Buchanan’s paleo-conserva- 
tives achieved ideological independence from 
their more internationalist cousins only after 
the collapse of the communist menace. Lee 


has the time-frame correct, but misses the tar- 
get by just inches. 

In keeping with its main theme, The Beast 
Reawakens emphasises nazism’s past as the 
key to understanding its present strength. 
“The causes of the neo-nazi revival were ... 
rooted in the traumas of the past and nurtured 
by decades of denial.” This reviewer does not 
question the past trauma or the decades of 
denial, which Lee ably documents, only the 
causality that he assigns it. Instead, this 
reviewer contends that Le Pen, Haider and 
Bossi were all unleashed by a crisis of identi- 
ty caused by the crumbling of the anti-com- 
munist consensus. In the former Soviet Bloc, 
Zhirinovsky, et al fed off the mirror opposite 
— compounded by a “loss of empire” syn- 
drome. After 1988, the crisis of German 
national identity was at the centre of the East- 
West realignment, and thus more terrible and 
dangerous. 

Nevertheless, the attempts by some to 
ridicule Lee’s concerns about German ultra- 
nationalism — whether of the Helmut Kohl or 
Franz Schénhuber variety — are fundamental- 
ly misplaced. In The Sunday Times Peter 
Millar chortled that Lee’s “weighty tome” 
had “all the skill and moral authority of a stu- 
dent newspaper funded by a loony left coun- 
cil”. Perhaps Tin Drum author Giinter Grass 
had more moral authority with Mr Millar. 
Recent violence in Liibeck, Grass said, was a 
sign of a “devilish interplay between govern- 
ment policies and right-wing youths”. 

Did all the unrepentant Nazis working as 
West German judges, bureaucrats and mili- 
tary officers (214 out of 217 generals in 1976, 
Lee points out, had first served the Third 
Reich) have no effect? Was Lee’s recounting 
of the “hands off’ approach by police to neo- 
nazis in Rostock factually incorrect? Was it 
after all German diplomacy, by forcing recog- 
nition of an independent Croatia, that put the 
EC’s imprimatur on the Yugoslav breakup? If 
unrestrained anti-immigrant violence did not 
rewrite the Federal Republic’s asylum laws, 
what did? Do third generation Turkish “guest 
workers” now have automatic citizenship? 

As advice columnist Ann Landers might 
say in America, Martin Lee’s The Beast 


. Reawakens is a trenchant call to wake up and 


smell the coffee. 
By Leonard Zeskind 


The Beast Reawakens by Martin 
Lee (Little Brown and Company, 
New York 1997, $24.95; London 
1997, £20) 










































































Gunter Grass victim of nazi daubings 
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Mr Alexander Baron 





In the November 1993 issue of 
Searchlight, it was claimed that 
Alexander Baron, together with 
others, was engaged in systematic 
law breaking by the publication of 
literature illegal under the Public 
Order Acts. 

Searchlight would like now to 
point out that since May 1993 Mr 
Baron has been the subject of two 
intensive police investigations, and 
on both occasions the Attorney 
General cleared Mr Baron’s publi- 
cation. 

The’ legal action between 
Searchlight’s editor, Gerry Gable, 
and Mr Baron has now been settled 
out of court to the satisfaction of 
both parties. Mr Gable has not paid 
Mr Baron any damages. 

















Scots media duped by 
hoax Ku Klux Klan story 


A man claiming to be an anti-fascist has 
fooled a number of newspapers in Scotland 
into believing that the Ku Klux Klan is active 
on a large scale in Lanarkshire. Searchlight 
has already warned off producers of two 
Scottish television programmes, who called 
us asking us for confirmation of Klan activi- 
ties in the area. 

The hoaxer claims to be the chairperson of 
the Lanarkshire Campaign Against Racism 
and Fascism, an organisation that was wound 
up nearly three years ago. Local trade union- 
ists in the area are increasingly concerned, as 
are we, that the purpose of this disinformation 
campaign is to promote the KKK, which in 
reality is very weak in Scotland, despite the 
fact that three US Klansmen visited the 
Scottish Klan earlier this year. Over the past 
six years a number of Scots and visiting 


Searchlight on the World Wide Web 


Have you visited Searchlight’s web site yet? Anti-fascists 
worldwide are now making use of this facility. It includes 
plenty of current news as well as selected articles from 


past issues of the magazine. 


Visit us now on http://www.s-light.demon.co.uk 
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Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ 
experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce this 
unique and comprehensive handbook. You will find over 


When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? . 
@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 
@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 
@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 
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Englishmen have been convicted of distribut- 
ing KKK hate material in Scotland. 

The same caller contacted Searchlight with 
claims that 150 people attended one KKK 
rally. When he started to tell us about the 
involvement of David Duke, a former leading 
Klansman in the USA, we pointed out to him 
that Duke had left the KKK many years ago. 
We challenged him to produce the pho- 
tographs and audio tape he claims to have of 
the rally. Neither was forthcoming. 

He then began to pester Searchlight for 
copies of genuine Klan material from our 
files, saying that he wanted to compare it with 
the material he claimed was being distributed 
locally. We had by now smelled a very large 
rat and asked him to describe the leaflet he 
had. It bore no resemblance to any Klan 
leaflet we have ever seen and the box number 
in Britain he claimed it carried was one that 
we knew did not exist. 

The police in Lanarkshire say they have no 
knowledge of any Klan activities. 

While we believe the hoaxer’s prime pur- 
pose is political, if any of the media have paid 
him for his alleged KKK story, a word with 
the local fraud squad might be in order. 

The KKK has planted similar hoax stories 
on the media in England on two occasions. 
One of them was the work of men who are 
now active in Combat 18 in west London. 
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200 pages of information on the history of racism and RUA SS ck, cisksenaaia ceanighoatext es fnecboc oon eae 
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